ia 
1 
| 


A) | 


TH AMERICAN 


Comprising Telephony, American Telephone Journal, Telephone Weekly, Telephone Magazine, Telephone Securities, The Telephone, Sound Waves 
PUBLISHED WEEKLY BY THE TELEPHONY PUBLISHING COMPANY 
MONADNOCK BLOCK, CHICAGO 


TELEPHONE JOURNAL 








H. B. MCMEAL, PRESIDENT W. H. GRAFFIS, VIcE-PRESIDENT 
H. B. McMEAL, Editor 
J. R. Hastie, Asst. Advertising Mer. 


F. S. KENFIELD, VICE-PRESIDENT 
F. H. REED and R. H. HOLBROOK, Associate Editors 
W. H. Grarris, Advertising Mgr. 


H. D. FARGO, SECRETARY AND TREASURER 
J. C. KELsEy, Financial Editor 
W. E. RAYMOND, Subscription Mgr. 





Entered as second-class matter September 4, 1908, at the post office at Chicago, IIl., under act of March 3, 1897 








Volume 61 
Number 20 





CHICAGO, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 133, 1915 


Subscription 10 Cents a Copy 
$3 a Year U. S., Cuba and Mexico 
$4 Canada, $5 Other Countries 














We have a condition of lawlessness. We have had 
lit for twenty years. Men have gone on combining 
| against the anti-trust statutes with a knowledge that it 
| was on the face of the statute book and with a knowl- 
edge that they were violating the law, on the theory 
that that law was not to be enforced and could not 
be enforced. I am here under my oath to enforce the 
law, and when I find it violated to prosecute or direct 
prosecution of those who violate it. My own hope 
is that, now that these decisions have been given, all 
the business men who touch the decision in any way 
will conduct their business hereafter in accordance 
with the law, and that only a short time may elapse 
before we shall be doing business on a proper and 
legal basis in accordance with the principles of free 
competition.—Extract from speech of President 
Taft, delivered at Chicage. 











Who Says Times Are Bad? 

No less well-informed a man than James McCrea, presi- 
dent of the Pennsylvania Railroad, is authority for the 
statement that the whole United States is prosperous and 
that times are good and getting better. Nor is his op- 


timism based on hope, but on substantial facts. He is emi- 


nently well qualified to know what he is talking about and 
this is what he said in a recent interview: 


This talk of industrial depression, a business slump, 
is all a mistake. This country is prosperous and, while 
there has been a shrinkage in some quarters, those who 
are predicting hard times certainly do not know the 
general conditions which obtain throughout the whole 
land. 

The Pennsylvania Railroad recognizes that the vol- 
ume of business in 1911 was not as large as that of 
1910. There is a line of demarkation running between 
the agricultural and building material roads of the 
West—that is, beyond Chicago—and the mining manu- 
facturing roads in the East. Lumber is a big factor in 
transportation in the West, where building proceeds 
apace, while now in the East there is comparative 
sluggishness. 

But in the South the cotton crop is enormous and 
in the Northwest the crops are bountiful. In fact, in 
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all the country farm products, while not prodigious, 
are fair. There cannot be said to be hard times any- 
where. There is only slackness of business in some re- 
gions. Probably there will not be substantial improve- 
ment in these regions until after the presidential elec- 
tion. 


> 





The Boston News Bureau as the Investor’s Friend. 

As a general thing it is folly for an intelligent person to 
notice or reply to the torrents-of eulogy which cumber some 
of the Eastern financial papers when the big Bell system is 
criticised, or when any opportunity, however slight, is afforded 
of springing to the defense of that pet corporation of the 
New England investor. But in its issue of October 30, the 
Boston News Bureau becomes just a trifle too indulgent and 
paints the lily just a trifle too white to escape brief comment. 

A South Boston subscriber inquired as to the probability of 
prosecution of the Bell trust under the Sherman law. In its 
efforts to reassure thy i terested individual the News Bureau 
became almost incoherent. Everything was denied that should 
be denied and the kalsomine was applied with lavish hand until 
the Bell stood out as the original simon-pure spotless corpora- 
tion of the day. 

Among other things said concerning this much maligned 
organization were the following: “There have been and still 
are plenty of rate wars between the Bell companies and In- 
dependents, but it has always been fair and open competition.” 
“American Bell has always charged higher rates than its com- 
petitors.” “The American company has yet to be accused of 
using duress or unfair means to drive a competitor from the 
field.” 

But one set of facts need here be considered. They were 
gathered and expressed by a Bell official for the enlightenment 
of other Bell officials at Boston. 


this paper before; they can be supplemented by an endless 


They have been printed in 
list of other facts. These extracts are from the report made 
in 1907, by L. N. Whitney, then general superintendent of 
the Central Union Bell, detailing the situation in Indiana as 
He said: 
(Independent), charging regular rates, 


he found it after exhaustive study. “In some cases 


duplicate exchanges 
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by us.” The Central Union Bell, said Mr. Whitney, declared 
a “piratical war upon the Independent operators and manu- 
facturers.” “They took the stand,’ Mr. Whitney continued, 
“that they would start competing exchanges in any place where 
They 


stated that they would cut the rates, give free service if neces- 


anyone else tried to go into the telephone business. 


sary, bring suits against smaller companies on patent claims, 
and do everything in their power to cause every dollar invested 
in Independent property to be lost. Nor were these idle threats 
in many instances. J/ndependent companies were driven out of 
business and their equipment reduced to scrap and burnt in 
public, widespread publicity being given to such places as a 
warning to other investors who might dare to invade the 
field of the Central Union monopoly.” 

But the News Bureau stoutly asserts that the Bell “has yet 
to be accused,” let alone proven guilty, “of using duress or un- 
fair means to drive a competitor from the field.” 

It is interesting to note that Cleveland Finance, in its cur- 
rent issue, reprints the inquiry and the answer from the 
News Bureau, This is done without comment, a significant 
fact when it is recalled that the owner of Finance is Charles A. 
Otis, who is also president of the Cuyahoga Telephone Co., 
of Cleveland. Mr. Otis was elected president soon after the 
Morgan interests acquired controt of the Cuyahoga and other 


Independent plants in Ohio and Indiana. 





Illinois Independent’s Opportunity. 

Since the inception of the Independent telephone move- 
ment the great need of operating companies throughout 
the Middle West has been a Chicago anti-Bell system and 
Chicago connections. When the first Independent tele- 
phone was installed Chicago was the hub of the great In- 
Radi- 


ating in all directions from this geographical center of 


dependent wheel, and it has remained so ever since. 


the country, Independent systems: have been built in every 
city, town and hamlet, within a radius of five hundred 
miles, with the single exception of Milwaukee: and in this 
radius are operating over two million Independent tele- 
phones. Now that the Chicago Independent system is 


established, and toll lines have been built to its outer 
boundaries, it is the duty of all telephone operators to 
fill in any necessary gaps to connect the territory im- 
mediately surrounding the western metropolis. 

More especially is it the opportunity and duty of IIli- 
nois Independents to connect every town and city in the 
state and join them all to Chicago, making it the clearing 
house and terminus for their toll lines. It is the privilege 
and duty of Chicago merchants and business men to open 
the doors of trade to these two million Independents sur- 
immediately installing automatic 


rounding the city, by 


telephones in their places of business. By a concerted 
effort of all those who will be benefited, comprehensive 
systems will be built up, giving the telephone users of 
the Middle West effective long distance telephone con- 
nections, one with the other, and with profit and advantage 
to all. 

In short it is up to Illinois Independents to take advan- 
tage of the opportunity for which they have been praying 


so many years. Remember when you ask for “Chicago 
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Long Distance,” use the Independent service. Now is 
the chance to break the habit of using the Bell to get 


Chicago connections. 


The A. T. & T. Co. in Opposition to State Laws. 
Recent acts of the American Telephone & Telegraph 





Co. do not line up well with the utterances of President 
Vail in the last annual report. State regulation was com- 
mended, and the willingness of the corporation to accept 
laws which would serve the public convenience was an- 
nounced. 

The 
commission laws in the states of Michigan and Wiscon- 
sin, which is being fought by the Bell controlling corpora- 
tion, is giving rise to some doubt as to the A. T. & T. pol- 


physical connection feature of the public utility 


icy. It would seem that the corporation believes that if 
it could dictate the laws to which it must submit, it will 
be perfectly content to operate under them. Otherwise it 
will put states to the greatest expense, and the telephone 
users in those states to the greatest inconvenience it pos- 
sibly can, by a long and harrassing legal battle. 

In the matter of physical connection local interests are 
to be swept aside and the matters fought out by New 
York attorneys, as a feature of the plan to monopolize the 
telephone business of the country. The remedy proposed 
by local authorities for the alleged evils of the division of 
telephone users into two separate communities is to be 
fought, and the only remedy which the Bell company will 
sanction is apparently a monoply under its own control. 
Among the rulings of which the Bell company is quick 


to avail itself is the highly unpopular decision of Federal 
Judge Sandborn, attacked by the governors of states and 
the railway commissioners of states at recent conferences. 

The Railroad Commission of Wisconsin, which will hear 
‘one of the earliest physical connection cases, has hitherto 
been able to satisfy the public without doing injustice to 
It will take something 


the rights of the corporations. 
more than arguments dictated by the greed of a remote 


control to swerve it from the enforcement of a law which 


is receiving a high degree of support from the public in 


that state. 





' This Carries its Own Moral. 

Following a previous communication of the same na- 
ture, a Bell telephone subscriber recently wrote to the 
Chicago Tribune as follows: “M. A. Fountain speaks of the 
‘rotten’ service of the Chicago Telephone Co. in the Harri- 
son exchange. I want to add my complaint to his. 

“T have occasion to use Harrison 1584 almost daily, and 
I must say the service is most abominable. Sometimes I 
cannot get the number at all, and I never get the number 
until after I work from five to fifteen minutes. The Chi- 
cago Telephone Co. is not trying to discourage people 
from using unlimited service, but it is trying to encourage 
people to use the automatic service. I am using three 
automatic telephones at present and find the service vastly 
superior to that furnished by the Chicago Telephone Co.” 
And this conclusion is being forced home to hundreds of 


telephone subscribers every day. 
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Why Should The A. T. & T. Co. be Allowed to Exist > 


A Correspondent Asks Question which Department of Justice may Shortly Ask United States Courts—Combined 


Function of Holding and Long Distance Operating Company is Unnecessary and 
Harmful—St. Louis Case Points a Moral 


A shrewd observer of events and conditions in the tele- 
phone field has written the editor of TELEPHONY asking a per- 
tinent question. He wants to know why the American (Bell) 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. should continue to exist as a hold- 
ing and long distance company for its present subsidiaries. And 
he adds reasons why it should not. His communication is 
printed below: 

“Is there any reason why the Pacific Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. should be controlled by the American Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co.? The Pacific company confines its operations to the 
Pacific Coast. It has little or no communication with the 
country east of California. It is an enormous corporation 
standing by itself with a network of wires along the Pa- 
cific Coast. There is no natural relation between it and the 
American Telephone & Telegraph Co. In fact, the long dis- 
tance telephone business might better be done by the Pacific 
company itself (as in fact it is done), than to be done nominally 
in the name of the American Telephone & Telegraph Co. Why 
then should the latter control it? Could not and should not 
the Pacific company carry on its business without any connec- 
tion with the American Telephone & Telegraph Co.? Why 
not compel the Pacific company to operate by itself? 

“Is there any reason why the Mountain States Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. should be controlled by the American Telephone 
& Telegraph Co.? The Mountain States company confines its 
operations to the Rocky Mountain states. It has little relation 
with the country east or west of those states. It is an enor- 
mous corporation standing by itself with a network of wires 
through the mountain states. There is no natural relation be- 
tween it and the American Telephone & Telegraph Co. In 
fact, the long distance telephone business might better be 
done by the Mountain States company itself (as in fact it 
is done), than to be done nominally in the name of the Amer- 
ican Telephone & Telegraph Co. Why then should the latter 
control it? Could not and should not the Mountain States 
company carry on its business without any connection with 
the America Telephone & Telegraph Co.? Why not compel 
the Mountain States company to operate by itself? 

“Is there any reason why the Central Union Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. should be controlled by the American Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co.? The Central Union company confines 
its operations to the upper central states. It has little rela- 
tion with the telephone companies outside of its territory, ex- 
cept to connect with them, the same as one railroad connects 
with another. Jt is an enormous corporation standing by 
itself with a network of wires through the upper central 
states. There is no natural relation between it and the Ameri- 
can Telephone & Telegraph Co. In fact, the long distance tele- 
phone business might better be done by the Central company 
itself (as in fact it is done), than to be done nominally in the 
name of the American Telephone & Telegraph Co. 

“Is there any reason why the Cumberland Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co. should be controlled by the American Telephone & 
Telegraph Co.? The Cumberland company confines its opera- 
tions to the southern ;tates adjoining the Mississippi. It has 
little relation with the surrounding country, except to connect, 
just as one railroad connects with another. It is an enormous 
corporation standing by itself with a network of wires through 
those states. There is no natural relation between it and the 
American Telephone & Telegraph Co. In fact, the long dis- 
tance telephone business might better be done by the Cum- 
berland company itself (as in fact it is done). than to be 
done nominally in the name of the A. T. & T. Co. 
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“Is there any reason why the New York Telephone Co. 
should be controlled by the American Telephone & Telegraph 
Co.? The New York company confines its operations to the 
state of New York. Its long distance communications with 
outside states can be arranged by connection, the same as 
railroads arrange their connections. It is an enormous corpora- 
tion standing by itself with a network of wires in that state. 
There is no natural relation between it and the American Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co. In fact, the long distance telephone 
business might better be done by the New York company it- 
self (as in fact it is done), than to be done nominally in the 
name of the American Telephone & Telegraph Co. 

“Is there any reason why the New England Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. should be controlled by the American Telephone 
& Telegraph Co.? The New England company confines its 
operations to territory in and about the New England states. 
Its long distance communications with outside states can be 
arranged by connection, the same as railroads arrange their 
connections. It is an enormous corporation standing by itself 
with a network of wires in those states. There is no natural 
relation between it a: d the American Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. In fact, the long distance telephone business might bet- 
ter be done by the New England company itself (as in fact 
it is done), than to be done nominally in the name of the 
American Telephone & Telegraph Co. 

“If there is no reason why, then why should the American 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. be allowed to exist?” 

Is there, indeed, any reason why? This is a question which 
the Department of Justice will probably ask of the courts 
before long. 

That there is no reason why is conceded by practically 
every man well informed as to the situation. Our correspond- 
ent might have added other sound reasons for the abolition of 
this parent of the Bell system. Among them is the fact that 
its power to terrorize and impose upon the rights of its 
minority stockholders would cease at once. Also the present 
subsidiary companies would have an open competitive market 
in which to buy their equipment and supplies, and would not 
be held rigidly to an absolutely inflexible scale of prices, as is 
now the case. 

Were the A. T. & T. wiped out, as it now proposes to 
wipe out its own Western holding company, no such disgrace- 
ful situation could again arise as was just disclosed at St. 
Louis. And that the conduct of the Bell officials in the man- 
agement of that company is not unusual is well known. The 
distinguishing difference is that elsewhere no organized pro- 
test has yet resulted. 





A. T. & T. Plans to Absorb Central Union. 

The American (Bell) Telephone & Telegraph Co. has made 
a formal offer to the minority stockholders of the Central 
Union (Bell) Telephone Co. to exchange three shares of 
A. T. & T. stock for each eight shares of Central Union. At 
the ruling prices of A. T. & T. at this time—about 135—the 
Central Union stockholders will receive approximately $50 a 
share. Inasmuch as the latter has paid no dividends for years 
it is more than probable that the proposition will be generally 
accepted. 





Russian Telephone System. 
The government telephone department of Russia added 
3,000 subscribers to its exchanges in St. Petersburg during 
August, 1911. Service is now being given to 34,000 subscribers. 
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Illinois Independents Plan to Rush Toll Line Development 


Demonstration at Frisbie Luncheon of the Great Financial Benefit Made Possible by Chicago Toll Connection Spurs 
Over 100 Managers to Co-operate in Extension and Improvement of Facilities— Heavy Expenditures 
on Plant and Great Business Activity Will Ensue Immediately 


“Better than any convention we ever held.” “The time 
has come to get together and do some work.” “These 
men mean business, and have put enough money in to 
show their own confidence. I see where we can make 
money by getting into the band wagon with them.”— 
Such comments as these were heard on all sides after the 
luncheon and_ busi- 
ness meeting of 
over one hundred 


great Independent toll line center than are the local com- 
panies throughout the state. 

Just such a meeting as took place last Saturday was 
required to convince the owners of the local properties 
that they not only have toll lines into Chicago, which 
are actually carrying traffic day after day, but that a great 
majority of calls 
likely to be placed 


Independent tele- 
phone officials, rep- 
resenting the most 
important plants in 
Illinois, in Chicago 
last Saturday. They 
came together on 
the invitation of C. 
O. Frisbie, presi- 
dent of the Illinois 
Tunnel Co., Chi- 
cago, and their re- 
ception of his over- 
tures on a_ long 
distance proposition 
shows the new 
spirit of enthusiasm 
and desire _ for 
sound business 
progress which to- 
day prevails among, 
all the companies 
in a _ position to 
avail themselves of 
the opportunity to 


Distance 
Telephone Rates Reduced 


40% Cut on All Automatic Telephone Long Dis- 
tance Night Service, Both Into and Out of Chicago 


Long distance telephone service via Automatic is 
monn perfect working order to the following points: 


Aurora Kankakee Wilmington Lyons (la.) Sugar Grove 
i Bloomington Earlville Lockport Rochelle 
De Kalb Kaneville Naperville and all 
Sandwich Streator Plainfield intermediate 
Mendota Clinton (Ia.) Sterling points. 
The Illinois Funnel Company, operating in harmony with other Independent “telephone 
lines, offers a reduction of 40% on the day rate for night memages between 6 p.m. and 7 a. m. 
The minimum time for conversation via Automatic is 5 minutes—not 3. 


In this way you get long distance telephone service at 40% less than the actual cost and 
663% more time for your conversation. You can talk to Ausera, Joliet, Elgin or Geneva for 


5 Minutes for 15 Cents 


At other points where the day rate 1s 30 cents for a 5- 


from outside points 
can be completed 
over facilities in 
the city which are 
today in actual ex- 
istence, and are be- 
ing maintained and 
operated on a high 
plane of efficiency. 

The luncheon to 
the visiting  tele- 
phone men, who 
had been invited to 
Chicago as the 
guests of Mr. Fris- 
bie, was _ served 
shortly after noon 
Saturday, Nov. 4, 
at the Union League 
Club. After lunch- 
eon, with Manford 
Savage, of Cham- 
paign, Ill., presi- 
dent of the Na- 
tional Independent 
Telephone Associa- 


route toll business 
into Chicago. 

The smaller com- 
panies were made to 
realize by this meet- 
ing, and the subse- 
quent inspection of 
the great Independ- 
ent plant which is 
being pushed for- 
ward so rapidly in 
Chicago, that the 
time is actually at 
hand for the exer- 
tion of all their 
energies in the de- 
velopment of a big 
Independent toll 
business. They saw 
with their own eyes a system of eight exchanges carrying the 
traffic of many thousands of Chicago’s representative business 
houses. They found that the business was in the hands of a 
remarkably capable and progressive group of men, who have 
met and conquered extraordinary difficulties in the past 
few months, and have the will and the power to do all 
that is necessary to keep the rest of the state hustling to 
catch up to Chicago. For there is no question but that 
Chicago and the Inter-State company are now even farther 
advanced in the long desired work of making Chicago a 


Automatic 
ernment has recently adopted it for 


CONTRACT DEPT. 33-111 





ah Ag t charge is 20 cents. Where the day rate is i 
) cents, the night rate is cents. The same proportionate reduction ! Ze 
throughout the schedule. Ae were made _ by 


j 5 ne important points throughout the 
central west will be opened ap to Automatic long distance connections. 


id spread of Automatic making 
man in Chicago put pyc p na Se 
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Advertisement Appearing in Chicago Newspapers This Week. 


tion, presiding, talks 


F. A. Dolph, re- 
ceiver of the Inter- 
State Company; W. 
H. Bassett, secre- 
tary of the Kinloch 
Long Distance Tel- 
ephone Co.,_ St. 


exclusive use 


One Turn of the Automatic Diol Gets | | i Louis; L. A. Her- 
Instantaneous Long Distance Connection (et | | rick, of Freeport. 


Illineis Tunnel Company 5D >. i} WP Ill. president of the 
162 W. Monroe Street, Chicago, IIl. “le 1 


Illinois Independ- 
ent Telephone As- 
sociation; Charles 
H. Achelpohl of 
Quincy, IIl.; J.. W. 
Collins of Decatur, 
ie B.. F. Wasson 
of Clinton, Ill.; F. W. Potter, Frederi¢fé W. Blocki,, W. F. 
Herzberg, Geo. Markham and Charles H: Hood of Chicago. 

Following these addresses Mr. Frijsbie arose and laid 
the kernel of ‘the whole situation wide open before the 
meeting. The talks of the previous speakers had shown 
conclusively the 4lready enormous scope of the .Indepen- 
dent plant in Chicago, the rapidity with which it is being 


- extended, the effective co-operation betweeri the Tunnel 


company and the Inter-State company, and the activity 
of all concerned in these two companies in doing every- 
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thing possible in a broad gauged way to make connections 
available for the business anticipated. 

Mr. Frisbie made it clear that things are now at a point 
where the work to be done is largely up to the local com- 
panies; to get ready to handle the business and then to 
get the business. The Tunnel company and the Inter- 
state people are ready to go more than half way, and 
have broad plans for assisting the local companies to 
demonstrate the advantages of connection with the Chi- 


Chicago, Il. 
November 4, 1911 


ITINERARY 


ere MENU 


Luncheon at Unioa League Club. 


Meeting in West wing of.Union~ 
League Club. 


Leave Union League Club for tour 
of inspection to various telephone 
exchanges of The Iinois Tunnel 
Company. 

Arrive at West Exchange (1700 
West Monroe Street). At this ex- 
change will be shown the facilities 
for handling long distance busi- 
ness. he local exchange for the 
West District is also located at 
this point. 

Leave West Exchange for trip 
through City. 

Arriveat Cottage Grove Exchange 


Leave Cottage Grove Exchange 
for Hotel La Salle. 
Dioner at The Hotel La Salle. 
Theatre or trip through Tuanels 
of Minois Tuneel Co. 

* Plesse designate on place 


card at Luncheon whether 
desire to attend the 
ip 


Conape Monogramme I. 7. Ca.” 
Chives Ai munda Colery 
Clear Green Jurtle 
Filetal Blavk Bass, Nermande 
Noisette of Camb saute, l Eatoagan 
Potatoes Carisionnae 
French Coas 


Sorhet Gounde Mariniere 


Roast Qual au Cresson 
Salad ia Season 


Lartait Ka Salle 
Petits Poursa AMigaardises 


Camembert Requelart 


Toasted Crachers 


ANoeeltinaria 
Ga Salle Nowrmber 420. 1044. 





hestre or make the 
through the Tunnels. 





The Dial on Menu and Itinerary Cards. 


cagu Independent plant among their subscribers, which 
will be put in execution immediately. 

Mr. Frisbie’s talk was generally accepted as a clear cut 
and businesslike exposition cf what was in the minds of 
all present, and there was a general determination to 
“get busy.” It was the sentiment among the local com- 
panies that every means should be employed to create 
and maintain a service of the highest grade, that no re- 





Illinois Operators, Guests of Illinois Tunnel Co., at Dinner in La Salle Hotel. 








Vol. 61, No. 20. 





duced rates for day business should be offered, but it was 
voted that a 40 per cent. reduction from the rates now 
existing over the Bell lines should be put into effect for 


messages to and from Chicago between the hours of six 
p. m. and seven a. m. W. H. Bassett said that the reduced 
night rate is a great advantage to the business of the Kinloch 
company. 

On motion of Mr. Dolph it was voted that a committee 
of three should be appointed to look into the physical 
condition of plants and suggest such action as is necessary 
to put the entire state in shape to give the highest grade 
of toll service. 

A resolution was passed recounting the benefits to sub- 
scribers in Chicago and the rest of the state resulting from 
the establishment of the system of the Illinois Tunnel 
Co., and the opoortunity for long’ distance connec- 
tion between Chicago and the many hundreds of thous- 
ands of Independent subscribers in the state, and express- 
ing the appreciation of the entertainment and courtesies 
extended to the visiting officials by Mr. Frisbie, and of 
his spirit of co-operation and business capacity exempli- 
fied in his attitude t »ward this branch of the business. 

A resolution was also passed, commending the services 
rendered by F. A Dolph, in bringing about the rapid 
improvement in the affairs of the Inter-State company. 

Following the business meeting the visitors were taken 
in autos to the West side exchange of the Tunnel com- 
pany, where they saw the new toll board, recently de- 
scribed in TELEPHONY, through which connections between 
Chicago and the outside plants are handled. 

A visit was also made to the South Side exchange, fol- 
lowing which the visitors met at the La Salle Hotel for 
a very enjoyable dinner. 

The tables were arranged in the main dining room of 
the hotel to represent an automatic telephone dial, which 
was also the theme of an elaborate decoration on the cen- 
ter table, which was much admired. 

After dinner some of the visitors went to the theatre 
as guests of Mr. Frisbie, but the. greater number chose a 


trip through the tunnels, where they had an opportunity 
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to inspect the facilities for serving Chicago subscribers, 
as represented by the big telephone cables carried over- 
head. The novelty of a ride in the open cars and be- 
ing switched about through the extensive net work of tubes 
beneath Chicago’s business district, fully gratified the cur- 
iosity felt by those who had been looking forward to this 
feature of the entertainment. 

It is safe to say that not a man among the many present 
left the city without a feeling of confidence in the Tunnel 
company, the Inter-State company and the opportunity 
offered by the activity of their officials, and a cheery out- 
look on the future of the Independent telephone business 
in Illinois, which co ld have been obtained in no other 
way than by taking advantage of the opportunity offered 
by Mr. Frisbie. 

As a result of this meeting there will be big activities 
and heavy expenditures throughout the state of Illinois, 
and the slogan “Pull together” will solve whatever diffi- 
culties arise during the progress of the great work of 
putting the Independent toll business of the state on a 
highly profitable basis. 


Conflicting Reports Abroad Regarding Issue of $5,000,000 
A. T. & T. Collateral Bonds. 

There has just appeared on the market $5,000,000 of 
American (Bell) Telephone & Telegraph Co. collateral 
trust 4 per cent. bonds, regarding which there appears to 
be some mystery. Financial America prints the following 
account of the transaction: 


The governing committee of the Boston Stock Ex- 
change has placed on the listed department $12,500,000 
American Telephone & Telegraph collateral trust 4 per 
cent. bonds, dated July 1, 1899, and due July 1, 1929, 
making the total now listed $75,500,000. 

Your correspondent understands that of the $12,500,- 
000 of the bonds, $5,000,000 were taken by a syndicate 
headed by Kidder, Peabody & Co. and Estabrook & 
Co. 

The bonds were offered privately by the syndicate 
at slightly below current market quotations. It is 
stated that an active inquiry was received for the bonds 
from investors and banking institutions and that the 
entire issue is now practically sold. 

The bonds are part of an authorized issue of $78,- 
000,000 4 per cent. collateral trust bonds due in 1929, 
of which $75,500,000 are now listed. 

This was followed the next day by the Wall Street Journal, 
which discussed the matter thus: 





Considerable mystery surrounds the offering of a 
lot of $5,000,000 American Telephone collateral trust 
4 per cent. bonds. The bonds have not been sold by 
American Telephone, ind their offering this time is 
not a piece of new financing by the telephone company. 
That this is so is demonstrated by the fact that at 
present American Telephone has $78,000,000 of these 
bonds issued. This is exactly the same amount that 
was out on December 31 last, the close of the 1910 
fiscal year, ten months ago. 

Not only that, but American Telephone has no oc- 
casion to sell more securities. It is burdened by more 
cash already than it knows how to employ profitably, 
at least for the time being. 

For months there has been a significant weakness in 
telephone collateral trusts. They have been continu- 
ously under pressure, and the supply has always 
seemed a little larger than the demand. Even savings 
bank buying has not put much back-bone into them. 
When authorities like these differ so radically there re- 

mains nothing to do but wait for an official statement 
irom Boston. 





Independent Toll Operators to Cut Loose from Bell Lines 
at Belle Fourche, S. D. 

The Bell company apparently has lost out at Belle 

Fourche, S. D., on account of arbitrary treatment of con- 

necting lines. Conditions are told by a correspondent of 
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TELEPHONY in a letter received this week as_ follows: 

An Independent telephone exchange is being planned 
for this city, by the Belle Fourche & Northern Telephone 
Co., a local organization that has a number of toll lines 
centering here. 

At present the Nebraska Telephone Co. (Bell) owns 
the only exchange here and handles the Independent 
company’s business on a percentage and switching basis 
which would have been satisfactory had it been satisfied 
with what was rightfully due, but since it takes advan- 
tage of the balance of business being in favor of the In- 
dependent conipany each month, and holds out approxi- 
mately 25 per cent. of the balance due each month for 
“check errors,” the Independents have decided that the 
only thing for them to do is to put in their own ex- 
change. 

As the people here are favorable to the Independent 
company, which is a local concern, there is no doubt that 
it will soon control the situation, and Belle Fourche will 
have up-to-date Inde endent telephone service. 

As yet a decision has not been reached as to whether 
the new plant will be automatic or common battery, but 
that will no doubt be decided in the near future and then 
we will be ready to push the work. 





Ohio Court Refuses to Sustain Free Interchange Con- 
tract on Ground of Discrimination. 

Judge C. G. Washburn, in common pleas court, dismissed 
the action of the Medina County Farmers’ Telephone Co. 
against the Medina Telephone Co., in which the Farmers’ 
company, with headquarters at River Styx, Ohio, sought to 
restrain the Medina company from charging tolls to the sub- 
scribers of the River Styx exchange. 

A contract was entered into in May, 1910, between the 
officers of the Medina company and the River Styx concern, 
under the terms of which each agreed to furnish free service 
with the exchange of the other and no other service without 
mutual consent. The present officers of the Medina com- 
pany, which changed hands last October, asserted that they 
were not bound by the contract, alleging its enforcement of 
the contract would be too much of a burden on the Medina 
company, and that the contract itself violated the anti-trust 
law. Judge Washburn held that the contract was legally en- 
tered into and binding, but dismissed the petition on the 
ground that the contract was discriminating, preventing the 
companies from furnishing the indiscriminate service to which 
their patrons were entitled. 


Canadian Independents to Hold Convention. 

The sixth annual convention of the Canadian Independent 
Telephone Association will be held on Wednesday, Novy. 15, at 
the City Hall, Toronto, Ontario, Can. Physical connection un- 
der contract and the recent decision by the Railway Commis- 
sion, ordering the connection of lines of the Bell company and 
certain Independent companies, will be features of discussion 
at the convention. 








Cumberland “Old Line” Company Loses Suit. 

The Court of Civil Appeals has handed down a verdict 
for $10,000 damages against the Cumberland Telephone & 
Telegraph Co., according to recent reports from Nashville. 

The court held that there was evidence to support the 
verdict of the jury granting $10,000 to Nellie L. Langley 
for the negligent killing of her husband. 


Uruguay Government May Take Over Telephones. 

Advices received by English stockholders in the Monte- 
video Telephone (o., of Uruguay, S. A., indicate that the 
government may conclude at a later date to take over the 
system. A satisfactory plan is said to have been worked out. 








Kansas City Merger Would Be "Suicidal", Says:Post 


Conservative Daily Newspaper Declares Only Way Kansas City Ever Found to Make Bell Company “Better Its 
Rotten Service and Lower Its Exorbitant Rates” was in Competition—Asserts that 
Merger Would be Hurtful, not Helpful, to the People 


The activities of the Bell Press Bureau take many forms. 
In Kansas City, where a determined effort is being made to 
secure consent for the merging of the Kansas City Home In- 
dependent and the Missouri & Kansas Bell, cartoons inspired 
by the Bureau have been printed in some of the local papers. 
These purport to show the undesirability of competition in the 
telephone business and the advantages enjoyed by telephone 
users under a monopoly. 

The drawing here reproduced is a fair example of these car- 
toons. Here the 


petitive operation which have been denied to New York City. 
For reasons which are obvious, it is impossible at this time 
to secure from either company in Kansas City data showing 
what has been accomplished there up to date, but the follow- 
ing figures, compiled several months ago, are sufficiently effec- 
tive. and clear in demonstrating what competition has actu- 

ally done in Kansas City. 
After eighteen years of monopoly in that city its imme- 
diate environs the Missouri & Kansas Bell Telephone Co. had 
one telephone in 
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with two um- 
brellas while his 
fortunate New 
York brother, 
with one um- 
brella, is pictured 
as thoroughly 
content. 

The _ contrast 
is woefully mis- 
leading for a 
number of rea- 
sons. First, the 
New York busi- 
ness man is by 
no means con- 
tent with monop- 
oly. For years 
he has suffered 
under wretched 
service and ex- 
orbitant rates 
with no hope of 
redress. New 
York City rates 
are notoriously 
the highest in 
the country and 
disproportionate- 
ly high even 
when compared 
with the number 
of subscribers 
reached by the 
system. To be 
sure, the Public 
Service Commis- 
sion has com- 


The Post is opposed to the consolidation of the two telephone companies 
under the Bell ownership. It takes this stand because the best evidence it 
can get teaches that this merger of two rival and competing companies into 
a monopoly would be hurtful and not helpful to the people of Kansas City. 

The Bell company is now operating without a city franchise or any 
contract with the people of Kansas City. It does not propose to make one 
in the event that it is permitted to buy out its rival. 

Under a Bell monopoly Kansas City was once helpless to regulate rates 
or enforce good service. As a result we had high rates and poor service. We 
would be equally helpless again under the same conditions. 

In its statement to the council the Bell company says, “The city has the 
power to fix the rates.” The city has the same powers now that it had 
when the Bell was alone in the field, and it couldn’t regulate the rates then. 
The people don’t wish to try that experiment again. 

The Bell’s statement further points out that if the service is not good 
under a monopoly, the city can harass the company by withholding permits 
for work in the streets. 

The people don’t want to annoy the company by petty handicaps that 
would also work a hardship upon subscribers. THEY WANT GOOD SERV- 
ICE. And they want a way to enforce good service, and not a means of 
revenge for not getting it. 

A Bell monopoly here would play havoc with the toll line business in 
Missouri and Kansas, for the scores of small Independent companies in the 
two states would be barred from using Kansas City as a connection point. 
They would have to sell out to the Bell or suffer a reduction in their earnings. 

The worst service and the highest rates Kansas City ever endured was 
under a Bell monopoly. Under more verbal promises that would not be 
binding in any court in the world, Kansas City is now asked to return to 
those conditions. It would be the acme of suicidal foolishness to do so. 

The only way Kansas City ever found to make the Bell company bet- 
ter its rotten service and lower its exorbitant rates was to bring competition 
here. That turned the trick. 

Competition makes good service and reasonable rates, and we have never 
found anything else that would. LET’S KEEP IT.—Kansas City Post, No- 
vember 6, 1911. 











Forceful Editorial in Kansas City Post, Showing Peril of Merger. 


gan to give sery- 
ice the com- 
bined develop- 
ment was one 
telephone for ey- 
ery 8.7 of the 
population. 

Under monop- 
oly the Bell sub- 
scriber paid $96 
a year for busi- 
ness service and 
$60 a year for 
residence, a total 
of $156, a special 
combination rate, 
for 8,000 possi- 
ble connections. 
Five years later, 
under competi- 
tion, the user of 
the Bell service 
alone paid $48 a 
year for his 
business tele- 
phone and $36 
for his residence, 
a total of $84, or 
$72 a year less 
than formerly. 
He could reach 
21,000 Bell sub- 
scribers, or over 
two and a half 
times as many 
as before. 

If he also had 
the Independent 





pelled the New York Bell to agree to reduce its toll rates 
between Manhattan and other boroughs by December 1, but 
that is the only relief the subscribers have ever experienced. 

Under competitive conditions, these and other charges would 
long since have been abated and brought to a reasonable basis, 
the service keyed up to the highest pitch and the scope mar- 
vellously extended. A comparison with Kansas City is par- 
ticularly unfortunate from the standpoint of those interested 
in bringing about the merger because Kansas City has ex- 
perienced in large measure precisely those benefits from com- 
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service he paid $60 a year for business and $36 for residence 
service, a total of $96, he could reach over both systems 43,000 
subscribers, or more than five times as many as'under monop- 
oly. And the combined cost to him was $180 a year, or but $24 
more than he formerly paid for the privilege of talking to 
8,000 subscribers. 

Under monopoly the residence subscriber, who had no busi- 
ness service, paid $72 annually, with 8,000 connections. Five 
years after competition was established he paid the same amount 
for both telephones and reached #,000. Or he paid $36 for 








Some Crude Work of Bell Press Bureau in Kansas City 


Cartoon Designed to Demonstrate Advantages of Monopoly as Against Competition Results in Precisely Contrary 
Effect—Brief Analysis of Actual Conditions in Two Cities Shows New York Helpless 
and Dissatisied, While Kansas City is Satisfied 


either service, exactly one-half his former rate, reaching, if a 
Beil subscriber, 21,000 others, or, if an Independent subscriber, 
22,000, as opposed to his former field of 8,000 subscribers. 

Under monopcly the Bell business subscriber paid $96 for his 
telephone, with 8,000 possible connections. Five years later 
he paid $108 for both telephones, if he needed them, or $12 
move, and reached five times the number of subscribers. Or 
he paid $48 for the Bell service, reaching 21,000, or $60 for 
the Independent, reaching 22,000 subscribers. 

In these figures the Bell business rate is given at $48. 
was nominally $96, 
but the practice of 


It 


abominable service had evoked the protest of our citizens for 
many years. For a long time efforts had been made by ap- 
peals to the company to secure relief. These appeals were 
treated with contempt and scorn. For years efforts were 
made to gain relief through competition. These efforts were 
defeated by the obstructive tactics practiced by the Bell 
company. These tactics consisted in buying out competitors, 
in inducing the council to reject franchises and by acts of 
bribery. The fight at last was won and the Home company’s 
plant built. 

“If that work 
should be undone 











installing business iyi [fi] / | 
telephones at $48, / // | / / 
presumably for a /I) (=e 


limited service, had 
long obtained, and 
no instance known 
of any _ further 
charge having been 
made for additional 
calls. 

The Kansas City 
Post, a fearless and 
conservative daily 
newspaper, is 
strongly opposed to 
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serious considera- 
tion of a merger 
of the competing 
companies in that 


city, in spite of the 
beauties of monop- 
oly held temptingly 
before it. Ina force- 
ful editorial utter- 
‘ance’ printed’ on 
Monday, under the 
caption, “So the 
People May Know,” 


which is here re- MORE CFFICI ENT 
produced in _ full, AND 

the keynote of the LESS 

whole situation is 

sounded: “Compe- EX P ENSIVE 


tition makes good 
service and reason- 
able rates, and we 


















by the present city 
administration, then 
the people of Kan- 
sas City ought to 
know the facts and 
be able to absolute- 
ly fix the responsi- 
bility. 

“I notice the rep- 
resentative the 
Bell company says 
that his company 
has reformed and 
that it does main- 
tain up-to-date serv- 
ice in several cities 
where there is no 
competition. I de- 
ny that it maintains 
up-to-date service in 
a single city in the 
world, unless it 
either has _ actual 
competition or has 
been forced to im- 
prove its service in 
order to keep out 
competition, or has 
been forced to ren- 
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by law.” 
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ger become a fact, 
which now appears 
exceedingly doubt- 
ful, there is no rea- 
son to believe that 
the advantages 











have never found > 
anything else that © si 7 
would. LET’S & 
KEEP, IT.” 


: A Futile Attempt to Influence 
That the quality 


of the service was 

vastly improved under competition is known by every tele- 
Phone user in Kansas City. Senator Reed, in his statement 
on the proposed merger, recently printed in full in TELEPHONY, 
painted the contracting conditions very vividly. In the course 
of his statement he said: 

“During my term as mayor the grasp of the Bell telephone 
monopoly upon the people of Kansas City was broken by 
the installation of the Home telephone as a competitor. The 
intolerable conditions which existed when the Bell company 
had a complete monopoly, its inordinate exactions and its 





gained by the public 
would be retained. 
On the contrary, 
experience ever y- 
where demonstrates that, under similar circumstances, the old 
intolerable conditions have been renewed. 


Public Opinion in Kansas City. 





In the election just held at Rock Island, Ill., the voters 
turned down both the proposition to permit the Central Union 
Bell to purchase the rights and property of the Union Elec- 
tric Telephone & Telegraph Co., and that granting a fifty 
year franchise to the newly-organized Tri-City Home Auto- 
matic Telephone Co. The latter proposes to build an auto- 
matic system in Rock Island, Davenport and Moline. 
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Home and Brazos Valley Companies Merge at Waco, Texas 
$1,000,000 to be Spent for Extensions. 

One of the most important developments in the Independent 
telephone field of Texas has just taken place at Waco, Texas, 
by the merging of the holdings of the Home Telephone Co. 
and the Brazos Valley Telephone Co. 

The consolidated lines will be operated under the name 
of the Brazos Valley Telegraph & Telephone Co., with head- 
quarters at Waco. The latter company has filed a_ blanket 
mortgage upon its property in the sum of $1,000,000, executed 
to the Union Trust company, of St. Louis, as trustee. The 
long distance lines of the company cover a large part of cen- 
tral Texas and it operates exchanges in many of the towns 
and MeLernan, Hill, Coryell, Besque, Bell and Falls counties. 

The company is arranging to issue $1,000,000 of bonds, the 
proceeds of which will be used to make extensions and im- 
provements to the property. One of the most important of 
the proposed extensions is the long distance line that will be 
constructed from Waco to Dallas and Fort Worth. It will 
also make southern extensions of its system. 

The officers of the merged company are: Edward Rotan, 
president; M. H. Lane, secretary, and J. B. Earl, superintend- 
ent and manager. 





How One Man Discovered the Value of Long Distance 
Telephone Service in Selling Goods. 

Two traveling men sat in the lobby of one of the prominent 
hotels, a few evenings ago, discussing things in general, says a 
Philadelphia paper. One was a young man dressed well but 
unobtrusively. He had a quietly satisfied air as if he was 
resting after a day well spent. 

The other salesman was middle aged, also well dressed, but 
he had such a tired overworked look that even his clothes 
seemed to hang about him in a dejected fashion. He com- 
plained of the number of people who were out when he called 
that day, of the long waits he had encountered, and in conse- 
quence of trains missed and long delays. Altogether he seemed 
to have a sort of grouch—the result of an unsuccessful day. 

“How many places have you covered?” asked the younger 
man. 

“I've only been to one town today,” replied the other, “and 
you know that is rotten, because with my line most every 
dealer is centrally located.” 

“Well,” smilingly retorted the young man, “I’ve made three 
places, and you know that means that I have practically reached 
ten or more smaller towns from each of these places, because 
my customers are all scattered in the surrounding territory.” 

“I don’t understand how you do it,” said the older man in- 
credulously, “unless you use an aeroplane.” 

“Well, I have a quicker means of traveling than that,” laughed 
the other, “and I make use of a most valuable assistant sales- 
man.” 

“Ah, I thought you couldn't do it all yourself,” retorted Mr. 
Down-in-the-mouth. “It would be physically impossible.” 

“You are mistaken in the kind of an assistant I mean. My 
assistant could not sell a shoestring if I were not with him, 
but he is the best salesman’s aid I know. In fact, he is the 
fleet means by which | reach the outlying territory. My assis- 
tant is the telephone, and I travel as much as possible the toll 
and long-distance roads of those great systems. 

“By this means I have practically eliminated delays and call 
backs; if a man is out I call him upon his return, and I never 
need to waste any time, for a round trip by telephone takes 
but a moment. 

“When I reach a city I give the hotel operator a iist of my 
customers, and I sell most of them by telephone. In any case, 
I never take a trip out to see a man without ascertaining first 
that he will be there, so that my every trip is productive. 

“There was a case yesterday, where I telephoned to a man 
and found that he had started for the city. I ascertained his 
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destination there, and, with very little trouble, I reached him 
by telephone. It just happened that he had run short of some of 
our goods. He said that he was glad I called, because he 
wanted to know if we could ship a hurry order. Of course, I 
fixed him up, but if I had not reached him at just that time, 
he would probably have gone to our competitor’s jobbers, lo- 
cated in that town. 

“T’m not the only man who is following this bully new idea. 
I met a fellow only a few days ago—carries a line of haber- 
dashery—and he said that he was cleaning up his territory in 
record time and getting better results than ever with the help 
of the long distance telephone service. 

“When he arrives in town he calls up all his trade, the out- 
lying customers as well, and after giving them the salesman’s 
good greeting, he invites them in to see his samples. 

“You know, he has to carry a big load of junk, and he would 
never be able to cart it around to ali his customers. But the 
telephone rounds them all up in short order, and he has a 
little telephone market day of his own. 

“| have certainly saved some traveling expense since I started 
using the telephone, to say nothing of the help that it has 
been in covering my large territory. I have so thoroughly cov- 
ered the whole field that I’ve secured the largest number of new 
customers since I’ve been on the road.” 

After a few moments’ silence, the older man said: “I'll be 
quite frank with you. You've given me an idea which I feel 
will be worth money to me. Of course, like every other travel- 
ing man, I’ve used the telephone in a desultory sort of manner. 
Often receive and send long-distance messages to and from the 
office, but I have never realized the possibilities before. I’m 
going to start tomorrow. I think I can ‘make’ two or three 
places while staying right here in the hotel.” 

“Well,” replied Mr. New-Idea, rising, “I'm sure you will 
thank me for my suggestion, judging by the results I have had 
in my use of the telephone toll service.” 


Cumberland to Stay in Mt. Vernon, Indiana. 

Advice from Mt. Vernon, Ind., states that the Cumberland 
(Bell) Telephone & Telegraph Co., which had been ordered 
from town, has made several concessions to the city and will 
be allowed to continue its operations there. Through an error 
on the part of our correspondent, the statement was made 
that an Independent company was forming to operate in Mt. 
Vernon. The Posey County Home Telephone Co. as a matter 
of fact has been doing business in Mt. Vernon for a number 
of years, and now has over double the number of tele- 
phones in service that the Cumberland Bell has, and is gain- 
ing constantly. 








Electrical Credit Association of Chicago to Meet. 


Prominent men in the electrical industry are serving 
upon the committees, and have prepared papers for the 
sixteenth annual meeting of the Electrical Credit Associa- 
tion of Chicago, which will be held at the Chicago Ath- 
letic Association at 2 o’clock, November 16. 

Frederick P. Vose, secretary, has promised a lively meet- 
ing, and only three speakers at the dinner, but says the 
“talent will be imported regardless of costs and conse- 
quences.” —— 


Telephone System. 
H. F. Joeckel, Camp Point, Ill, patent 1,007,575, Oct. 31, 
1911. 

A party line system contemplates two central stations 
connected by means of a metallic circuit and a plurality of 
party line instruments metallically associated with the cir- 
cuit. Means are provided so that each party line instru- 
ment may call either central station desired without dis- 
turbing the other, and also calling the intermediate sta- 
tions without calling the central stations. 
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Competition 
Some of Its Horrors (2?)—A Standard Authority—That Judicial Mind 
By J. C. Kelsey 


too, and both would lose. So passengers ride in a lurch- 


Caesar had his Brutus; Charles First had his Crom- 
well; England needed a Wellington and found him; The 
Colonies needed a Washington; and the North needed 
Lincoln,—and they were provided. 

In each crisis, some shining star steps forth and leads 
the public into the safety of the fold. 


Today, we have a crisis. Dr. Competition is on trial. 

He was on trial long, long ago. It was in good old 
Queen Bess’ time—and they sacrificed him to Monopoly. 

Monopoly did try to get along for a time, but its poor, 
tottering feet could not support the voluntary burden, and 
it died. 

Dr. Competition then came to life and has had little 
or no trouble until 1911, A. D. 





Today. you hear groans and lamentations. The indus- 
trial world is seemingly in labor. 

We are witnessing the birth of a new era—an old-fash- 
ioned era of good feeling—so recorded in the days of 
President Monroe. 


Many prophets have spoken Prophet Perkins, that 
child-wonder of competitive life insurance. 

Prophet Hill has determined the date of the end of the 
world. 

All is chaos and confusion! 

One would almost suspect that some Noah was build- 
ing an ark in some quiet place, preparatory to leaving this 
troublesome volcano of business unrest. 


It is a shame! 

Business men have been badly treated. They should go 
into politics. They should cleanse the scales of justice 
and stop this cruel war upon industry. 


Once, business men claimed that “silence is golden.” 
The typical business man never opened his mouth. 

Today he laments from every corner. His plight is 
terrible! 


The crisis at last has found its leader! Nature is al- 
ways kind. We are rescued! 

The editor of the Saturday Evening Post has spoken! 

This representative of a very thrifty concern has set- 
tled all problems of fact and fiction. 

His concern travels from soup to nuts—from Iole’s 
union suit, to the preper apparel for a sorrowing widow. 

There is but one creed that this concern will profess. 
That is the policy of their best-paying advertiser. 

They are very puncti‘ious. And they have shown to the 
world that high-brow: and_ financiers are not always 
strangers. 

Here is what the editor says: “Competition’s blessings 
are of a limited and relatively meager nature.” 

Here is where he proves it: “You live in a _ typical 
American town. Two or three dilapidated, dirty and un- 
comfortable hacks meet you at the depot. 

“Discriminating passengers would prefer to pay fifteen 
cents and ride in a clean swept motor bus.” 


Now look: “There is business enough to support one 
such vehicle. But if ‘A’ bought a bus, ‘B’ would buy one 





ing, unclean hack.” 


What a pity that the editor did not decide which bus 
driver should go out of business. He should tell one to 
have a monopoly and the other to be a hired man. 


I have traveled many thousand miles, and I never saw 
any fifteen cent bus charges where the driver had a mo- 
nopoly. 

I would be pleased to give the editor of the Post a list of 
such towns. 


It’s a pity that we can’t all go down to work at 10 a. m. 
in a nice, clean limousine. 

Why not have the government give each man, woman 
and child a million dollars and settle the whole problem? 

No one will have to work, then. 


But the Post goes further: “You go on this dilapidated 
bus to a dilapidated hotel. One hotel would prosper.” 


What would become of the families who should go out 
of the hotel business? They know no other occupation. 


Let the Post decide which shall go out of business— 
and then finance the one who stays in. 

It is really beautiful to see how easy it all is! 

When you get to the dilapidated hotel, you find that 
there are four dry-goods stores in the town. Of course, 
they are dilapidated, too. No one can make any money. 

Which dry-goods man should quit and be a hired man 
of the other? Which one would build the nice, new dry- 
goods store? 

Has the Post this solution? 





In this town, with dilapidated buses, hotels and = dry- 
goods stores, there are forty automobiles. 

Because there are two garages, the automobile owners 
have to go to a large city for repairs, because two or 
three competing garages can not afford to lay in complete’ 
equipment. 

In other words—competition has kept out a great auto- 
mobile factory. 


Dr. Competition certainly is a guilty wretch! How in 
the world did this dilapidated town get forty cars? Are 
they dilapidated also? 


Competition has other sins. Inhabitants of this dilapi- 
dated city have to go to six or eight competing churches. 
They ought to get together and support one fine church. 


Now that is lovely! 

This editor has discovered Utopia! He has discovered 
the secret of ages! 

Presbyterians, Catholics and Christian Scientists will 
throw aside all differences and worship in one church! 


In this dilapidated town, there will be one newspaper. 
In this town Democrats, Republicans and Prohibition- 
ists will vote the same ticket. 
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Every one will support one lawyer. One doctor will 


look after all sickness. 


Of course, there will be one grand and universal tele- 
phone system. 


All will be loveliness and beauty in Spotless Town. 

Every one could afford, in more ways than one, to read 
the Saturday Evening Post, and enjoy the choicest bits of 
literature. 

Heaven surely would be close! 


Then this great authority goes ahead and condemns Presi- 
dent Taft. 

That does settle it! 

In spite of the fact that President Taft has done more. real 
work for the American people than Roosevelt did in nearly 
eight vears, the Post can not appreciate him. 


President Taft, like others, knows that something is wrong. 
High tariff and special privileges have been weighed in the 
balance and found wanting. 

In spite of these advantages, Big Business has not accom- 
plished success. It is not grateful. It wants more. 

It reminds one of serpent’s teeth and thankless children. 


So they are hunting for a Jonah. 
Having exhausted everything else, they have found Com- 
petition guilty. 


The Post says that Mr. Taft rests in a blissful assurance 
that unrestricted competition has been restored because the 
supreme court said it should be. 

The Post is on the wrong trail. We know they dislike 
anyone but the real aristocrats of trade. They have forgotten 
their early poverty. 


The supreme court did but hold up a warning finger. These 
judicial minds see the signs of the times better than the trust 
managers. Commercial minds have never been prophetic. 


President Taft may have many faults. But I still believe 
him to be a greater man than the editor of the Saturday 
Svening Post! 


We all know that the trouble in this country is due to 
trusts and a false standard of living. 

This poor old country has had its future discounted for 
fifty years. 

The millions that the magnates hold are not there. 
exist only in the mind. 


They 


Common stock is but a mental condition in almost every 
case of frenzied finance. 

The howling of a few corporation hirelings will not affect 
the changing economic conditions of this country. 
There is a revolt against being a hired man. 

unrest of business today. 
Every man who is a hireling, has that dread of old age 
and poverty. It is coming to him. No wonder he worries. 


That is the 


Suppose each town has but one dry-goods magnate, one 
hotel man, one bus man, one small group of influential peo- 
ple or owners in the town, another great group of hirelings 
or dependents. 

Does the Post anticipate old age pensions, or simply filling 
the poor-houses? 


That does not bother the Post editor. His company is mak- 
ing big money and thriving on present conditions. Ridicu- 
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lous prices are paid for advertising. 

Present economic conditions make big advertisers 
magazines. 

And it has unmade many, too. 


and big 


Why not one magazine? Why not adopt the Saturday Eve- 
ning Post? Give it a monopoly! 

Why not stop the others? Who can do it? Who will 
put the bell on the cat? Not the mice who are talking so 
fluently today. That is sure. 


The Post wants to live and so do all 

It all gets back to the viewpoint. 

The Post sees the world from the top story of its sky- 
scraper, and even through the stigmatic eyes of its largest 
advertisers. 


the others. 


Mr. Taft says he is an individualist. 
We are born that way. 
chance for happiness! 

With incentive, initiative, strength of purpose and plenty 
of courage, a republic can live indefinitely. 


Everyone should be. 
It is our only hope! And our only 


As hirelings of monopoly, private at that, the first thing 
we lose is incentive. 

Having no property nor stock interest we have no particu- 
lar incentive to rush to the defense of our country. 


As hirelings, all initiative is lost. As a result, the dis- 
couraged creative faculty dies. Invention will cease. 

Without incentive and courage and strength of purpose, 
our republic would find poor support from its citizens in a 
great crisis. 

Experience has taught us that the wealthy or the influen- 
tial citizen either dodges the draft or buys a substitute. 


Mr. Taft may be wrong.: And competition may exist only 
on paper. And the supreme court even may have made a 
fool of itself from the Post’s standpoint— 

But any imbecile can see that the work of the last two 
years on the oil and tobacco cases has done more to refresh 
the popular mind than any other occurrence. 


It would have caused a merry horse-laugh from the Gen- 
eral Electric, a few years ago, if anyone had asked the lamp 
trust to stop its iniquities. 

Today, they did it voluntarily. And the best part of it 
is that the General Electric Co. will be better off under the 
new arrangement. 

The country is growing better. 


MORAL :—Cheer up! 


Kentucky Independent Earns 23144 Per Cent. During Sec- 
ond Year—Pays 10 Per Cent. Dividend. 

At the annual meeting of the stockholders of the Auburn 
(Independent) Telephone Co., of Auburn, Ky., reports sub- 
mitted showed that the company had closed its second year 
of business with net earnings of 23% per cent. on the out- 
standing stock. Out of this amount a 10 per cent. dividend 
was declared for the year and the balance placed in a fund 
to provide for depreciation and maintenance. 

There were 244 telephones in operatien at the close of the 
fiscal year, being forty-two more than were in service a year 
ago. 

The following directors were re-elected: B. D. Williams, 
A. McCarley, Dr. W. R. Burr, W. H. McKenzie, P. B. Elli- 
ott. Mr. Williams was elected president, Mr. McCarley vice- 
president, and Mr. McKenzie secretary and treasurer. 











Physical Connection and Anti-Merger Cases to be Heard 


Bell Company Now Involved in Fight Against Physical Connection Before Interstate Commerce Commision, 
Supreme Court of Oklahoma, Commissions in Michigan, Wisconsin, Ohio, and in Arkansas— 
State of Alabama Joins City of Birmingham to Fight Merger and Rate Raise 


Bell Interests File Brief Against Physical Connection in 
Wisconsin Case, to be Heard November 28. 
Alleging that the Wisconsin physical connection law is un- 
constitutional, the Bell interests have served notice that they 
will fight its enforcement by the state railroad commission. 
The matter will come up for hearing November 28 before 
the railroad commission at Madison. Frank Winter, attorney, 
of La Crosse, will appear as the complainant, and the local 


. attorneys of the Bell company will be aided by New York 


attorneys of the A. T. & T. Co. 

The Wisconsin Telephone Co. (Bell) claims that the physi- 
cal connection act, chapter 546 of the laws of 1911, is in vio- 
lation of the constitution of the state of Wisconsin and of 
the constitution of the United States, and is wholly null and 
void, and particularly that said chapter 546 ‘of the laws of 
1911 is in violation of and in conflict with section 1 of arti- 
cle 4, section 2 of article 7, and sections 5, 13 and 22 of 
article 1 of the constitution of the state of Wisconsin, and 
is also in violation of and in conflict with section 10 of arti- 
cle 1 of the constitution of the United States, and of section 1 
of article 14 of amendments to the constitution of the United 
States. 

The company further maintains that it is operating under 
the laws of the state of Wisconsin and upon authority granted 
it by the state and that the issuance of any order compelling 
physical connection will deny the company equal protection 
of the laws and the right by jury trial and will deny the 
company of its property without due process of law and with- 
out paying suitable compensation therefor. 

The Bell people also maintain that any order compelling 
physical connection will affect, interfere and interrupt inter- 
state commerce, claiming that its “toll lines connect directly 
and are operated in conjunction with toll lines controlled by 
the American Telephone & Telegraph Co. engaged in inter- 
state commerce.” This latter, they allege, would be in viola- 
tion of sub-section 3 of section 8 of article 1 of the con- 
stitution of the United States. 





Baltimore Chamber of Commerce Asks Commission Not 
to Abolish Unlimited Service. 

Arguments of pre ninent attorneys and members of the 
Baltimore Chamber of Commerce in favor of the retention 
of unlimited telephone service were heard by the Maryland 
Public Utilities Commission at a continued hearing on No- 
vember 2. The principal argument along legal lines was 
made by Arthur Brown, an attorney of national reputa- 
tion, who took a most important part several days ago in 
‘the hearing before the Interstate Commerce Commission 
at Washington in the famous import rate case, a contro- 
versy of interest and importance to all leading ports of the 
North Atlantic, as well as to railroads reaching these 
ports, 

Others who appeared in behalf of the Chamber of Com- 
‘nerce to protest against the change, were William S. Ban- 
semer and Charles England. 

The basis of the arguments seems to be not so much 
an economic objection to the measured rate plan, as the 
Practical objection raised from a lack of confidence in the 
company’s ability to correctly record charges; and thé 
feeling that the public fears that an uncertain experiment 
is about to be tried on Baltimore, at the expense of the 
telephone users. The entire country is being canvassed 





by the Public Service Commission and some interested 
citizens for some device which can be used for correctly 
recording effective calls. 

The fight against the telephone company is being led by 
prominent business men of Baltimore, and the Chamber of 
Commerce. William S. Bansemer is one of the well known 
attorneys of Baltimore. Charles England, who is at the 
head of the committee from the Chamber of Commerce, 
is president of Charles England & Co., grain merchants of 
Baltimore, and chairman of the Sewerage Commission of 
Baltimore, which is spending $20,000,000 in the construc- 
tion of a new sanitary sewerage system. He was form- 
erly president of the Chamber of Commerce. 

Thomas G. Boggs, secretary of the Merchants & a 
facturers Association, says to TELEPHONY: 

“The position of the Commission is: that in case meas- 
ured service is substituted for the unlimited service, there 
shall be some satisfactory device, the purpose of which 
is to show the user his actual calls. That the user has 
been overcharged has been clearly proven at the hear- 
ings. Some firms have shown specifically that they have 
been charged with a great many more calls than they ac- 
tually used. This is the position of the M. & M. Asso- 
ciation. 

“Also, they are now investigating the charge of $6 for 
moving a telephone. We are of the opinion that this 
charge should be based on the amount of work done, and 
not be a uniform charge. Also that toll charges be elim- 
inated between the city proper and the territory imme- 
diately adjoining the city, which is practically the city it- 
self—the city proper covering but 31 2-3 square miles. We, 
therefore, feel that these adjoining suburbs should be placed 
on the same basis as Baltimore City. 

“We do not object to measured service, but we do object 
to the telephone company being the only one to decide the 
number of calls made.” 





City of Birmingham Asks Court to Stop Southern Bell 
Rate Raise and Prevent Purchase of Competitor. 

The attempt of the Southern Bell Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. to raise rates in Birmingham, Ala., and at the same time 
purchase a competitor, has led to a determined action initi- 
ated by A. O. Lane, city commissioner, and brought by Rob- 
ert C. Brickell, attorney general of Alabama, at the direction 
of the governor. 

An injunction has already been granted restraining the com- 
pany from advancing its rates, and the attorney general’s com- 
plaint asks that a permanent injunction against any increase 
in rates shall be made, and further declaring and decreeing 
that it is unlawful for the respondent to acquire the line or 
the business, or a control in the line or the business, of the 
People’s Home Telephone Co., and that such acquisition wilt 
not be allowed. 





Nebraska Unincorporated Companies Must Report to 
State Railroad Commission. 

Grant Martin, attorney general of Nebraska, has given 
the railroad commission of that state an opinion which 
holds that an unincorporated telephone company, which 
serves the public for hire, is obliged by the laws of the 
state to permit the railroad commission to place a valua- 
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tion upon its property. The question of the right of the 
commission to make these valuations was raised by Gad- 
dis & Ellis, a co-partnership owning an exchange at Bea- 
ver City, and also by the Holbrook telephone association, 
organization. 


an unincorporated 





Federation to Exhaustively Investigate 
Public Utility Problems. * 


The executive committee of the department on regula- 


National Civic 


tion of interstate and municipal utilities, of the National 
Civic Federation, New York recently to organize 
and prepare for making an exhaustive investigation of the 
problems involved in the scope of the work of that de- 


met in 


partment. 

Emerson MeMillin, chairman of the executive committee 
Light & Traction Co., made chair- 
Gray, head of the political econ- 


ot the American was 
man, and Prof. John H. 
omy department of the University of Minnesota, was ap- 
pointed secretary. 

Other members of the executive committee attending 
the meeting were: Frankiin K. Lane, member of the In- 
terstate Commerce Commission; Martin S. Decker, former 

National Association of State 
Milo RK. Maltbie, member of the 
Commission of New York; Franklin Q. 
railway director; Blewett Lee, counsel 
H. Morrissey, former 


Trainmen; 


Railway 
Public 
Brown, 


president of the 
Commissioners; 
Service 
of Redmond & Co.., 
for the Illinois Central 
president of the Brotherhood of 
S. Rowe, professor of political 


Railroad; P. 
Railroad Leo 
economy, University of 
Pennsylvania. 
The work of 
committees, of 


divided sub- 


following are chairmen: 


the department 
which the Com- 
mittee on Franklin K. Lane; committee on control 
of service, Martin S. Decker; committee on control of capi- 


was among 


rates, 


talization, Milo R. Malthie; committee on franchises, Blew- 
ett Lee; committee on accounts and reports, Leo S. Rowe: 
committee on draft of a model bill, John E. Gray 





Michigan Physical Connection Hearing Postponed. 

The hearing on physical connection in the Grand Ledge and 
Lansing cases before the Michigan Railroad Commission, was 
postponed till November 13, at the request of the Bell tele- 
phone company. 

Apparently the A. T. & T. Co., has pushed the local people 
aside and will handle the case in the tmterests of the New 
York control, as it will likewise do in the Wisconsin case which 
is expected to come up November 28, at Madison. 





Physical Connection Suit Brought in Arkansas. 

Suit has been entered by Arkansas interests controlling In- 
dependent telephone lines for damages for discrimination, and 
also for physical connection with the lines of the South- 
western Telegraph & Telephone Co. (Bell). The will 
come up in December. Hon. W. E. Atkinson, formerly attor- 
for the for the Independent 


case 


ney general state, is 


people. 


attorney 





New York Bell Reduces Interborough Rates and Provides 
Seven New Exchanges for Increased Traffic. 

Reduction from ten cents to five cents per message from 
subscribers telephones, in accordance with a ruling of the 
Public Service Comn ission, will be made between lower 
Manhattan Island and the greater part of the boroughs 
of Brooklyn and Queens lying across the East River, on 
Dec. 1. Detailed announcement of the reduction was made 
on November 1, by the New York Telephone Co., accom- 
panied by the statement that in order to follow the Pub- 
lic Service Commission’s ruling, the telephone company 
has had to rearrange the boundary lines of certain tele- 
phone exchange districts in Brooklyn and Queens. This 
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involves dividing some of the existing exchange districts, 
and will result in the establishment of seven new exchange 
districts. Subscribers located within the new exchanges 
districts will be transferred to the new exchanges and will 
have new telephone numbers. 

Kvidently the company anticipates a little increase in 


traffic—another proof that a Bell monopoly delays expan- 





sion until it gets a kick somewhere. 





To Advance Louisville Case. 

The United States Supreme Court decided a short time 
ago to hear the case of the city of Louisville against the 
Cumberland (Bell) Telephone & Telegraph Co. regarding 
the validity of the rates in that city, some time in the com- 
ing spring. No date for the trial, but it is 
thought that it will be called in the earlier part of the ses- 


has been set 


sion. 


a 


Commission Asked to Stop Free Trunk Service. 
The Union City Telephone applied to the 
Oklahoma Corporation Commission for permission to discon- 
tinue its line from Union City to Mustang, 14 miles, or con- 





Company has 


vert it into a tol’! line and charge for its use. 





Indianapolis Company Shows Improvements Made. 

In response to an inquiry the Indianapolis Telephone Co. 
has notified the Board of Public Works that it spent $322,- 
1909, and 
The company was voted a new franchise 


143.10 in improving its system between March 2, 
September 1, 1910. 
in 1910 which provided that $500,000 must be spent for im- 


provements within’ three years, one-half within eighteen 
months, the latter period expiring September 1, 1910. The 
board says it is satisfied with the statement and will make 


no effort to verify the figures submitted. 





Some “Don'ts” for Letter Writers Framed Up by a Writer 
of Experience. 
Carefully avoid such words and stock phrases as “in the 
“beg to advise,” 
at all. 
Avoid “the same” 


“beg to acknowledge,” “beg to 
inquire,’ and the like. 


Don’t say “kindly” for “please.” 


premises,” 
Don't “beg” 
as vou 
would a plague. 

Don't write “would say.” Go ahead and say it. 
“Herewith” is superfluous. 
You answer a letter 


Don't say “enclose herewith.” 
Don't “reply” to a letter; “answer” it. 
and reply to an argument. 

Don't use a long or big word where a short one will do 
just as well or better. For example, “begin” is better than 
“home” or “house” better than “residence,” “buy” 
better than “purchase, better than “reside.” “at once’’ 
better than “immediately,” “give” better than “donate,” “start” 
or “begin” better than “inaugurate.” 

Carefully avoid even the appearance of sarcasm. 

Be wary of adjectives, particularly superlatives. “Very,” 
“great,” “tremendous,” “excellent,” etc., have marred many 
an otherwise strong phrase and have propped needlessly many 
a good word, all sufficient of itself. 

Never use the first personal pronoun “I” when writing as a 
company; “we” is the proper pronoun. Where a personal 
reference is necessary, “the writer” may be used, but even 
this should be avoided wherever possible. 

Don’t forget that certain small words are in the language 
for a purpose. “And,” “a,” “the” are important, and _ their 
elimination often makes a letter bald, curt and distinctly inele 


“commence,” 


“live” 


gant. 

Don't say I “will be pleased,” this means that you are willing 
to be pleased and is not what you wish to imply. Say instead 
“shall be pleased,’ which means that action in the future wil! 
be a source of pleasure to you. In this connection “pleased” 


is preferable to “glad.”—System. 
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Houston, Texas, Independent Exchange Opened for Service 


Main and Branch Central Offices Alre dy Ser iug 4200 Subscribers— All Cable Plant Cuvers Entire City—Great 
Activity in Independent Long Distance and Local D velopment Throughout State, Involving 
Investment o! Millions, Due to Building of Houston and Dallas 


Enormous construction projects in Texas, plans for extend- 
ing local and long distance development, and the giving ot 
a more comprehensive service, have been set in motion by the 
opening of the Independent telephone exchange at Houston, 
and the approach of the completion of the big plant at Dallas. 

The exchange at Houston has now been cut into service 
with a limited number of stations for some weeks, and every 
day adds to the popularity of this Independent enterprise, as 
it is making good in every way with the public both from the 
standpoint, of service rendered, 
and of the relations of all 
officers and employes of the 
company with users of its 
service. 

The plant, as it stands to- 
day, was laid out and built by 
F, E. Ebersole, who is today 
the foremost constructor of 
telephone systems in the world. 





This has been demonstrated 
not only by the high quality 
of his work, but by the ex- 
traordinary speed with which 
he carried on the installation 
at South Omaha, and the big 
system in Chicago, in the face 
of exceptional difficulties. 
Construction of the Hous- 
ton plant was started early in 
August, 1910. Since that time 
two high class buildings have 
been erected upon lots pur- 
chased by Mr. Ebersole. The 
420,000 foot underground sys- 
tem, extending beyond the fire 
limits in every direction, has 
heen installed, and cable dis- 
tribution placed, and substation 
and central office equipment 
located and put into operation. 
The main exchange is locat- 
ed at the corner of Caroline 





tery equipment are located upon the second floor, with the au- 
tomatic switches. 

The switchboard equipment of the “A” exchange and “B” 
exchange is of the type known as two wire common battery, 
cmploying automatic ringing, and is manufactured by the Au- 
tomatic Electric Co., of Chicago, Ill. The present installa- 
tion at “A” office consists of 3,300 individual and 200 private 
branch exchange lines; at the “B” office of 700 individual and 
50 private branch exchange lines. The ultimate capacity of 

the former is 10,000 lines, and 

of the latter 2,500 lines. Both 
offices are’ arranged upon the 
basis of a 100,000 system. 

Keith line switches are used 

on all lines and are mounted 

on line switch units of 100 line 
capacity with a present trunk- 
ing of 10 per cent., but ar- 

ranged for an ultimate of 20 

per cent. 

The exchange is built for 
the miremum of — trunking 
switches by the introduction 
of secondary line switches. 
These secondaries interposed 
between the line switches and 
selectors increase the trunking 
facilities by bringing more se- 
lectors within the range of a 
restricted group of primaries, 

‘without increasing the total 
number of trunks. In addition 
to the line switches, each unit 
is equipped with connector 
switches for completing con- 
nection with any one of the 
lines of its own unit. Each 

unit is also provided with a 

test connector, which enables 

the wire chief to test the lines 
in and out of the exchange 
from his desk. These test con- 


and Rush streets, and the “B” Entrance and Public Quarters of Houston Independent Exchange. mectors are selected automati- 


office is at Houston Heights, 
Harvard street, between Third and Fourth, 22,000 {t. from the 
main or “A” office. The “A” office is 50x100 ft. on the 
ground. It has a high basement and is built to carry five 
floors, but only two stories have been erected. The third 
floor is poured complete so that additional height can be put 
on the building without interrupting the service, or inter- 
fering with the present work to any material extent. The “B” 
exchange is of concrete, steel and brick, 30x80 ft., one story 
high, with a basement under the rear end of the building only. 
The admirable design, and excellent construction of the 
main building are shown quite clearly in the photographs. 
Houston is a city of many big buildings of the finest work- 
manship, and the telephone building is worthy of a company 
serving this progressive and rapidly growing trade center. Am- 
ple space is allowed for the general office, store rooms and 
equipment. The interior of the buildings is finished in ma- 
hoganized birch, and the floors are tiled. There are lavatories 
and shower baths on each floor. The battery room and bat- 





cally by means of a test dis- 
tributor switch, and relieve the wire chief of the necessity of 
plugging in at the main frame in order to open the line when 
testing. Similarly all lines terminating in the “B” office are 
tested direct from the wire chief’s desk at the “A” office. 
The line switch units are protected by standard automatic, 
steel, dust proof covers equipped with sliding panels. The 
trunking switches or selectors are mounted on automatic stan- 
dard iron trunk boards of 200 switch capacity equipped with 
dust proof glass doors. Private branch exchange boards em- 
ploy rotary connectors. These connectors automatically select 
the first idle trunk of all those trunks answering to the same 
private branch exchange number as soon as the last calling 
digit has been completed. This is done by carrying the calling 
line automatically over busy trunks and allowing it to rest 
upon the first disengaged trunk. Trunking between the “A” 
and “B” office is conducted through repeaters, to reduce the 
number of trunk wires and to furnish talking battery to the 
calling line from the exchange in which that line terminates. 
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A most, complete system.of supervision is, installed. All ° 


instrument, line, or switchboard trouble is indicated prominently 
by visual or auditory signals. 
At the branch exchange a mercury are rectifier is used for 
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st 
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Wire Chief’s Desk and Information Equipment, 
charging and in connection with a reactance coil enables the 
battery to be floated without causing the lines to be noisy. 

An emergency outfit of ten fuses is mounted on the power 
board and connected to the main frame. Special cable pairs 
are run to the main distributing frame at the “A” office. This 
provides for charging the substation battery from the “A” of- 
fice in case of emergency. Two sets of charging machines 
are used for the “A” office. One set consists of a Holtzer- 
Cabot 220 volt, 60 cycle, 3 phase alternating current motor gen- 
erator. The generator is compound wound and has an output 
of 10 kw. at 65 volts. 

The other set consists of a Jager gas engine and generator, 
this generator likewise being compound wound and having 
the same output and voltage. The compound winding is ar- 
ranged with terminals at the dynamo terminal block so that 
they may be cut in or out at will. These generators are known 
as the special “telephone” or “noiseless” type. 

The power board is composed of three panels of pink Ten- 
nessee marble equipptd with Crouse-Hinds switches, Weston 
measuring instruments and I. T. E. circuit breakers. A chlor- 
ide battery of 25 cells is installed with a present capacity of 
800 ampere hours and an ultimate of 1,600. Lead lined wood- 
een tanks are used. Counter E. M. F. cells are provided to en- 
able the standard potential to be maintained while floating the 
battery. 
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The ringing machine for the branch office consists of. a-har- 
monic converter panel equipped with duplicate 33 cycle ringer, 
busy and ringing interrupter. 

At the main office a motor generator designed to run on 
110 volt—60 cycle, single phase A. C. is used for ringing. In 
addition there is also an auxiliary dynamotor running on the 
exchange battery. Each generator delivers 20 cycles at 100 
volts. 

The wire chief’s desk is the latest type in upright boards 
and consists of four positions. The latest and most improved 


trunk, volt-meter and testing circuits have been used and the 
regular spare cable pairs have been brought to jacks and lamps 





Charging and Ringing Machines and Power Board. 


for the convenience of the trouble man in signalling the wire 
chief. 

A 100,000 ohm Weston voltmeter, flush type, is provided. 

The wire chief’s desk and the information and complaint 
desk are located so as to facilitate the passing of tickets be- 
tween the two. The latter board also consists of 4 positions. 

The operation of the various circuits has been kept as uni- 
form as possible. The information, complaint, dead level and 
dead number trunks have been made key-ending and so ar- 
ranged that a preferential call system may be established. 





Two Views of Handsome Main Exchange and Offices at Houston, 


Texas. 
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In the Main Lobby. 


Bridging circuits are reduced to a minimum. Both desks are 
of mission oak finish. 

The small two-wire calling device is mounted on all tele- 
phones. Letters are prefixed to all numbers on the dial, the 
letter indicating the designation of a particular office. The 
series common battery receiver, using an electromagnet in- 
stead of a permanent magnet, with no induction coil in circuit, 
is used. Both wall and desk sets have a black satin finish. The 
wall telephones are equipped with the calling device set flush 
and are of a small and compact type. The system being auto- 
matic ringing, no telephones are equipped with push button. 

The outside distribution thoroughly covers the city, and 
everything is now in shape to add stations rapidly. Main 
cables are 400 pr., 22 B. & S. gauge, and the trunk cables 
to the “B” station are 150 pr., 19 B. & S. gauge. Of the 
main cables 10,000 pairs lead out of the main office, and 
1,400 pairs from the “B” office at present. All drops to 
subscribers’ stations are of No. 17 B. & S. copper clad, rub- 
ber covered and braided single wire. Twisted pair could 
not be used, as the hot days and cold nights, with the salt 
moisture drifting in from the coast, sixteen miles away, are 
likely to put duplex in bad condition within a year. 

The company has already installed 4,200 instruments, and 
has about 5,000 contracts. Some good private branch ex- 
change business is coming in. The manner in which the con- 
tract work was carried out has resulted in the procuring of 
only the highest grade of business. 

The Bell company has been giving service which has caused 
intense dissatisfaction, and the proof that it had not been 
taking care of the needs of Houston, prior to the advent of 
the Independent company, is shown by its present neck-break- 
ing efforts to get in additions. Three crews are working 
on the installation of a new switchboard day and night. The 
Bell people certainly cannot deny that competition spurs them 
to increased activity at Houston. 

The effect of the installations here and at Dallas, which is 
nearing completion, has been to create intense enthusiasm 
among the Independents of Texas, as shown by the expen- 
diture of large sums of money for long-distance service under 
way and planned. The properties managed at Waco have 
made plans to issue $1,000,000 in bonds, which is expected 
will be used largely for long-distance development. So far 
as the projects centering at Houston are concerned, it may 
be said that the South Texas company has arranged to build 
or reconstruct lines which will give service to Crosby, Lib- 
erty, Beaumont, Orange and Port Arthur. The Independent 
companies have the biggest exchanges in Beaumont and 
Orange, and own the only telephone business in Port Arthur, 
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View of General Offices. 


where the Bell has only a toll station. To the north, Hous- 
ton subscribers will reach, over the South Texas company’s 
lines, Sherman, Fort Worth, Dallas, Austin, San Antonio, and 





Portions of Switch Room, 


intermediate points. The Houston company will.build to Gal- 
veston, and the fruit belt between Galveston and Houston is 
expected to furnish a heavy business. 

A large amount of work is being done generally over the 
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state. The Grayson Telephone Co. has ordered 10,000 feet 
of cable. The Mackay Telegraph Co., which corresponds 
to the Postal company in northern states, has leased wires 
of the Grayson and North Texas telephone companies for 
use between Sherman and Dennison, and Sherman and Gaines- 
ville. The Union Telephone Co., organized by C. A. Shock 
and H. W. Head, of Sherman, has bought the lines between 
Dallas and Fort Worth, and will build a local plant at Mc- 
Kinley, with a network of local toll lines out of that place. 
The common battery board, with an initial installation of 640 
lines, has already been ordered of the Kellogg Switchboard & 
Supply Co. for this exchange. 

The protective equipment for the central office, cables and 
sub-stations was furnished by Frank B. Cook, of Chicago. 


Philadelphia Department Store Arranges Attractive and 
Impressive Telephone Window Display. 

In a recent issue the Telephone News, published the 
Bell Telephone Co. of Pennsylvania, reproduces a photograph 
of a window display prepared by Strawbridge & Clothier’s 
department store, in Philadelphia, which is particularly inter- 
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has a hedge more than 5 ft. high is subject to a 


penalty.” 





Harrington Emerson’s Eleventh Principle of Efficiency. 

“Written Standard Practice Instructions” is the subject 
of Harrington Emerson's eleventh article on efficiency con- 
tributed to the Engineering Magazine. The article is con- 
cisely summarized by the editors as follows: 

Written standard-practice instructions are here 
shown by Mr. Emerson to be the vastly important 
agency by which we may “hold as a genus or a race 
what each individual has learned.” To demonstrate the 
relative efficiency of this instrument—the power of this 
principle—he contrasts the comparatively rapid advance 
of the generations since the arts of recording knowledge 
were practiced (even with all the follies and neglects 
to use those arts wisely) with the almost imperceptible 
advance through the long ages before the human race 
knew and recognized the value of written records. 

“It is pathetically and ignorantly supposed,” says Mr. 
Emerson, “that standard instructions destroy a man’s 
initiative and make of him an automaton. Compared 
to the drop of the sparrow through the air, or the 
scamper of the squirrel down a tree, a staircase does 
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Window Display Emphasizing Value of Telephone to Suburban Shoppers. 


esting as showing the importance of the telephone for sub- 


urban shopping. The photograph is here printed. 


The display pictures a wide territory around a city, in the 


center of which the store of the advertisers. Roads 
wind over the surrounding hills leading to small towns and 
suburban 
out to .all 


cellent 


was 
communities. Telephone lines are shown reaching 
The entire arrangement is in 


taste and attracted considerable attention. 
— 


these centers. ex- 





Hedges Over Five Feet High Illegal in Kansas. 

B.. F. Husson,.of the Kansas City Long Distance Tele- 
phone Co., Independence, Kan., wants TELEPHONY to call 
the attention of all Kansas companies to the law against 
high hedge fences. «He says these hedge rows have be- 
come very common along highways throughout the state. 
The telephone companies find that they cause a great deal 
of expense, not only for time and labor, but for material 
as well, to say nothing of a possible loss of revenue and 
public dissatisfaction. 

“There is a law governing this telephone nuisance and 
farmer’s pride which our company has advertised exten- 


sively,” says Mr. Husson. “It is, that any farmer who 


indeed limit the initiative of a man going from the 
roof to the ground. He who prefers it may let him- 
seli down from the window by a rope. I prefer the 
limitation, commonsense, safety and ease of the stair- 
case. <A ferryboat limits the initiative of a commuter 
entering the city and a tunnel even more limits this 
initiative. Those who prefer it are welcome to the 
right to swim the Hudson or to use a small skiff of 
their own. The flanges of the locomotive and car 
wheels confine the train to the steel rails, and this is a 
great curtailment of initiative compared to the free 
path of the buffalo or of the bull-whacker across the 
plains. 

“The fact is that the limitation of initiative pro- 
fessedly so dreaded is wholly imaginary. To follow 
the better and easier way is to lessen effort for the 
same result, to leave more opportunity for higher ini- 
tiative to invent or evolve still better ways.” 


IF YOU HAVE ACCOMPLISHED what you feel to be 
a neat and effective solution of some knotty operating 
trouble, it would be a kindly thing to pass it on to 
TELEPHONY for publication in our department of Prac- 
tical Letters from the Field. The exchange of opinions and 
ideas is invaluable. Photographs and rough drawings are 
often a great aid. We will reproduce them perfectly. 











Accounting System Approved by Wisconsin Commission 


Second Installment of Instructions Showing How to Make Accurate Separation of Investment and Operating 
Expenses—Reprinted From a Valuable Text Book Prepared by Wisconsin Association to Enable 
Companies to Comply With Uniform Accounting Law Without Expert Assistance 


Form 6. COMPARATIVE STATEMENT. 

This form might be considered the most important part 
of the system. It shows the accounts required to be kept with 
the number or folio in the Ledger. All the books are arranged 
so as to supply the information required for this statement, 
which, besides giving the details required by the Railroad Com- 
mission, shows the utility the exact result of its operations for 
each month. The following is a brief description of the 
various accounts: 

ASSETS. 
INTANGIBLE ASSETS. 

1. OrGANIZATION.—AII expenses of organization are charged 

to this account, and the amount so charged should be written 


invested in central office equipment, which includes the switch- 
boards and all equipment furniture and fixtures in the operat- 
ing room. All additions to such equipment should be charged 
to this account. The manner of handling the renewal of all 
plant and equipment is explained under “Depreciation Reserve 
Account No. 39.” 

6. WrreE PLANT CONSTRUCTION AND EQuIPMENT.—This rep- 
resents the amount expended on the pole lines outside of the 
exchange or substations. All new work on pole line should 
be charged to this account. In replacing and renewing poles 
and wires charges and credits should be made as follows: 

Credit this account with the original value of material re- 
placed. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


LIABILITIES 





Total Capital Stock 


Left Hand Side of Wisconsin Three Column Comparative Statement—Head and Ruling. 


off over the life of the organization in equal monthly pro- 
portions by charging “Amortization Reserve Requirements 
Account No. 88,” and crediting “Amortization Reserve Ac- 
count No. 41.” 

2. Ricuts, Licenses, Etc.—All expenses in connection with 
patents, rights and licenses are charged to this account, and 
the amount so charged should be written off over the life of 
the patent in equal monthly proportions by charging “Amorti- 
zation Reserve Requirements Account No. 88,” and crediting 
“Amortization Reserve Account No. 41.” 

TANGIBLE ASSETS. 

3. Lanp.—This account is used for the purpose of showing 
the investment of the company in land, and is self-explana- 
tory. 


MONTH OF 


INCOME AND PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT 


Operating Revenues 


Credit this account with the original cost of labor in such 
work, and charge “Depreciation Reserve Account.” 

Charge this account with the cost of material and labor for 
the new work. 

The cost of taking down the old work should be charged 
to “Depreciation Reserve Account,” and then “Depreciation 
Reserve Account” will be credited and “Material and Supplies 
Account” charged with the value of the materials removed. 

7. SuBSTATION EQuUIPMENT.—This represents the amount 
expended on the equipment of subscribers. It includes wiring 
on the premises of subscribers and all instruments and prop- 
erty of the utility in the substation. All additions to such 
equipment should be charged and all removals credited to this 
account, 





Head and Ruling of Right Hand Half 


4. BUILDINGS, FIxTURES AND GrouNDs.—This account is 
used for the purpose of showing the investment of the com- 
pany in buildings, fixtures and grounds. The cost of all addi- 
tions and improvements is charged to this account and items, 
when disposed of, are credited to it. In disposing of such 
items great care should be taken to see that the account gets 
credit for the original cost, and any loss should be charged 
to “Depreciation Account No. 39,” while any profit should be 
credited to “Account No. 80.” 

5. CENTRAL OFFICE EguripMENT.—This shows. the amount 





of Single Sheet Comparative Statement. 


8. GENERAL OFFICE EQUIPMENT.—This represents the amount 
expended for the office furniture and fixtures in the general 
office, and all additions thereto should be charged to this 
account. 

9. StorEs DEPARTMENT EQUIPMENT.—This represents the 
amount expended for the equipment of the stores department 
and includes such items as are used for handling stores, i. e., 
loading and unloading machinery, derricks, cranes, hoists, con- 
veying apparatus, etc. 

10. UtiLtity EqurpmMent.—This represents the amount ex- 
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ASSETS (First Column) 
Intangible Assets 
1 Organization 
Total Intangible Assets (green) 
Tangible Assets 
3 Land 
4 Buildings, Fixtures and Grounds 
5 Central Office Equipment 
6 Wire Plant Construction and Equipment 
7 Substation Equipment 
8 General Office Equipment 
9 Stores Department Equipment 
10 Utility Equipment 
11 Miscellaneous Equipment 
12. Miscellaneous Const. and Equipment Expenditures 
13 Cost of Plant Purchased 
Total Tangible Assets (green) 
Total Tangible and Intangible Assets 
Treasury Securities 
14 Treasury Stock 
Total Treasury Securities (green) 
16 Investments 
Reserve Sinking and Special Fund Assets 
17 Depreciation Reserve Fund 
18 Sinking Fund 
19 Amortization Reserve Fund 
Current Assets 
20 Bank 
22 Notes and Bills Receivable 
23 Accounts Receivable—Toll 
24 Accounts Receivable—Exchange 
25 Interest and Dividends Receivable 
26 Materials and Supplies 
27 Miscellaneous 
Total Current Assets (green) 
Prepaid Accounts 
28 Prepaid Insurance 
30 Prepaid Interest 31 Miscellaneous 
32 Prepaid Directory 33 Prepaid Rent 
Total Prepaid Accounts (green) 
Total Assets 
GENERAL REMARKS 
LIABILITIES (Second Column) 
Capital Stock 
84 Common 35 Preferred 
Total Capital Stock (green) 
36 Funded Debt 
Mortgage Liabilities 
37 Real Estate Mortgages 38 Other Mortgages 
Total Mortgage Liabilities (green) 
Total Capital and Mortgage Liabilities 
Reserve Accounts 
39 Depreciation Reserve 
40 Sinking Fund Reserve 
41 Amortization Reserve 
Total Reserve Accounts (green) 
Current Liabilities 
42 Notes and Bills Payable 
43 Accounts Payable 
44 Matured Interest on Funded Debt Unpaid 


15 Treasury Bonds 


21 Cash 





29 Prepaid Taxes 


45 Matured Interest on Notes and Bills Payable Unpaid 


46 Dividends Unpaid 

47 Deposits 48 Miscellaneous 
Total Current Liabilities (green) 

Accrued Liabilities 

49 Insurance Accrued 

50 Taxes Accrued 

51 Interest on Funded Debt 

52 Interest on Notes and Bills Payable 


2 Rights, Licenses, etc. 


53 Dividends Accrued 
54 Miscellaneous 
Total Accrued Liabilities (green) 
93 Surplus 
Total Liabilities 
INCOME AND PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT 
Operating Revenues 
55 Exchange Telephone [Earnings 
56 Earnings from Connecting Lines 
57 Miscellaneous Exchange System Earnings 
Total Operating Revenues 
Operating Expenses 
1. Central Office (Traffic) 
58-1a Central Office Operating Labor 
59-2a Central Office Supplies and Expenses 
60-3a Maintenance C. O. E. B. F. & G. 
Total Central Office 
Il. Wire Plant (Transmission) 
61-7a Operation of Wire Plant 
62-8a Maintenance of Wire Plant 
Total Wire Plant (Transmission) 
III. Substation (Terminal) 
63-11a Operation of Substation Equipment 
64-12a Maintenance of Substation Equipment 
Total Substation (Terminal) 
IV. 65 Commercial 
V. General 
66-16a General Office Salaries 
67-17a Miscellaneous General Expense 
68-18a Law Expenses, General 
69-19a Railroad Commission Expenses 
70-20a Maintenance G. O. E. B. F. & G. 
Total General 
VI. Undistributed 
71-21a Injuries and Damages 
72-22a Insurance 
73-23a Stationery and Printing 
74-24a Stores Department Expense 
75-25a Utility Equipment Expense 
Total Undistributed 
76 Depreciation 
77 Contingencies Extraordinary 
78 Taxes 
Total Operating Expenses 
Net Operating Income 
Non-Operating Revenues 
79 Messenger Earnings 
80 Miscellaneous Non-Operating Revenues 
81 Sublicense Revenue 
82 Interest on Deposits 
83 Interest or Dividends from Investments 
Total Non-Operating Revenues 
Gross Income 
Deductions from Gross Income 
84 Interest on Funded Debt 
85 Interest on Real Estate Mortgages 
86 Interest on Floating Debt 
87 Contractual Sinking Fund Requirements 
88 Amortization Reserve Requirements 
89 Miscellaneous Deductions, viz.:— 
Total Deductions from Gross Income 
Net Income 
Disposition of Net Income 
90 Preferred Stock Dividends 
91 Common Stock Dividends 
Surplus to Date 
Sarplus or Deficit beginning of Year 
92 Adjustments during Year 
93 Surplus this date 











Items in Comparative Financial Statement, Ruled as Shown on Opposite Page. 


A Black Rule is Opposite Each “Total.” 
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pended for utility equipment, which includes such items as 
horses, wagons and harness, automobiles, bicycles, etc. 

11. MiIsceELLANEoUS EQuiPpMENT.—This represents the amount 
expended for miscellaneous equipment, which includes shop 
and work tools and such other articles as are not included in 
the other accounts. 

12. MISCELLANEOUS CONSTRUCTION AND EQUIPMENT EXPEN- 
DITURES.—This account applies only during construction and 
is fully explained on pages 83 to 87, inclusive, of the Uniform 
Classification of Accounts for Telephone Utilities, published 
by the commission. 

13. Cost oF PLANT PurcHASED.—This account is used when 
the plant is purchased by the utility instead of being con- 
structed by it. 

Where a utility has hitherto kept only one general construc- 
tion account and has no immediate means of dividing the 
amount up under the required classification, this account may 
be made use of to carry the balance shown in the old books 
until such time as it can be properly transferred and distrib- 
uted to the various accounts. 

14. Treasury Stock.—This account is intended to show 
the amount of stock authorized to be sold but not yet dis- 
posed of. It is not the balance of the ‘authorized capital stock 
unissued; e. g.: A company is capitalized for $10,000, of which 
it is decided to sell $5,000, but up to date only $3,000 has 
actually been sold. The entries would have gone on the books 
as follows: 

No record would have been made on the books of account 
of the $10,000 stock authorized. 

“Capital Stock Account No. 34” would be credited and 
“Treasury Stock Account No. 14” debited with $5,000. 

“Bank Account No. 20” would be debited and “Treasury 
Stock Account No. 14” credited with $3,000, 
thus leaving a balance of $2,000 stock in the treasury, which, 
as sold, would be credited to that account and charged to the 
bank. 

When at any time it is decided to authorize the sale of more 
stock than at the date of such authorization, “Treasury Stock 
Account No. 20” is debited and “Capital Stock Account No. 
34” credited with the amount so authorized, and when sold 
“Bank” is debited and “Treasury Stock” credited with the 
amount sold. 

15. Treasury Bonps.—This account is intended to show the 
amount of bonds authorized to be sold but not yet disposed 
of. This account is treated in exactly the same manner as 
described under the heading of “Treasury Stock Account 
No. 14.” 

16. INVESTMENTS.—This account is intended to show any 
investments made by the company in property not used di- 
rectly in the operation of its business; i. e., stocks of other 
companies, bonds, real estate, loans, etc. 

17. DEPRECIATION RESERVE FUND. 

18. Sinxinc Funp. 

19. AMORTIZATION RESERVE FuNnp.—The average class “C” 
company does not require to keep these accounts. They are 
used for the purpose of showing the investment of the various 
reserve funds, where there are such, and the requirements of 
the accounts are fully explained in the official classification. 

20. BaNnK Account.—All moneys received are to be de- 
posited in bank and all payments made by check. Small items, 
which it is desirable to pay by cash, are dealt with as ex- 
plained under the heading of “Cash Account No. 21.” This 
account is shown in detail in the Cash Book. 

21. Casu.—This represents the “Petty Cash Fund” for the 
making of such payments as it is inconvenient to make by 
check, and also such cash advances as it is found necessary 
to make to employes; these may be explained as follows: 
Petty Cash Fund. 

_ The cashier is given a fund of say $20, or as much as will 
likely be required for petty disbursements over a period of 
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two to four weeks. From this fund all small payments are 
made and a receipt taken. No other record of the payment 
is required, as the cashier must always have on hand vouchers 
and cash sufficient to make up the amount of the fund. When 
the fund becomes almost exhausted, the receipts or vouchers 
on hand are footed and made up in one general voucher, dis- 
tributed to the proper accounts, and a check drawn in favor 
of the cashier for the exact amount called for by the voucher, 
and in this way all payments pass through the “Bank Ac- 
count.” When the check is cashed, the “Petty Cash Fund” 
is restored to its original amount in cash. 

Cash Advanced. 

Where the utility has employes almost constantly on the 
road, advances have to be made to them for expenses. It is 
generally satisfactory to give such men an advance fund suf- 
ficient to meet their requirements, and when such is made 
a receipt’ is taken for the amount, which is charged to this 
“Cash Account.” When expense accounts are turned in, a 
check is drawn in favor of the employe for the exact amount 
and distributed to the accounts to which the expenses belong, 
thus again leaving the employe with the exact amount of the 
advance in his hands in cash. 

In this way the only entries to be made in the “Cash Ac- 
count” consist of a charge when the first check is given to 
the cashier or employe and no other entries are made, except 
when it is desired to increase or reduce the amount of the 
funds or when an advance is repaid to the utility. 

22. Notes AND BILts RECEIVABLE.—This account shows the 
notes and bills receivable on hand. It is charged by a Jour- 
nal entry when notes are received, at the same time crediting 
the account they are received against, and it is credited 
through the Cash Book when the notes are paid or dis- 
counted. 

23. AccouNTs RECEIVABLE—TOLL.—This account would not 
be used unless in connection with a toll system and it would 
then show the amount due to the utility from other companies 
and stations for tolls. 

At the end of each month the following Journal entries 
would be made: 

Charge “Accounts Receivable—Toll No. 23” 
receivable from tolls. 

Charge “Commercial Expenses” with commission on such 
tolls. 

Credit “Toll Revenue” with total amount of tolls. 

24. AccouNTs RECEIVABLE—EXCHANGE.—This account shows 
the total amount for tolls and rentals due to the company 
from its subscribers, the detailed amount due from each sub- 
scriber being shown in the Subscribers’ Ledger. Each month 
the following Journal entries are made to this account: 

Charge “Accounts Receivable—Exchange No. 24” and credit 
“Exchange Telephone Earnings No. 55” with amount of ren- 
tals for the month. 

Credit “Earnings from Connecting Lines 
amount of toll charges for month. 

Charge “Exchange Telephone Earnings No. 55” with re- 
bates for month on account of poor service and disconnections 
during month. 

Chargle “Commercial Expense No. 65—15a” and _ credit 
“Accounts Receivable—Exchange No. 24” with uncollectable 
accounts rebate. 

At the close of each month the total of the “Customers’” 
columns on the debit side of the Cash Book is posted to the 
credit of this “Account No. 24” so that the balance will then 
represent the total amount due from subscribers still uncol- 
lected. 


with amount 


No. 56” with 


(To be continued) 
TELL TELEPHONY THE NEWS! Anything that 
really interests you will be good reading to some one else. 
Write us a letter about it. 











Department of Railway Telephony 









Notice of Approaching Meeting of Telegraph Superintendents at Chicago—Description of Ingenious Type of Battery 
Box—This is the Kind of Item Railway Readers Shou'd be Alert to Send 
to Their Department in TELEPHONY 


Railway Telegraph Superintendents of Eastern and West- 
ern Divisions to Hold Meetings. 

Members of the eastern and western divisions of the Asso- 
ciation of Railway Telegraph Superintendents will hold a 
joint meeting in Chicago, November 23 and 24. The general 
practice of handling Western Union reports and other similar 
business between offices and telegraph superintendents, which 
has recently been objected to by the Post Office Department, 
will be discussed. 

E. A. Chenery, superintendent of telegraph, of the Mis- 
souri Pacific Railway, St. Louis, is chairman of the western 
division, and Charles Selden, superintendent of telegraph and 
general inspector of transportation of the Baltimore & Ohio 
Railway, Baltimore, Md., is chairman of the eastern division. 





Good Battery Box at Cape Charles, Va. 
TELEPHONY is indebted to C. S. Rhods, Jr., engineer of 
the Sandwich Electric Co., for the accompanying diagram 
of a convenient battery box which is used to hold the 
main battery of the dispatching circuit on the N. Y. P. 

























































Convenient Arrangement of Batteries of Dispatching Circuit. 


& N. Railway at Cape Charles, Va. Mr. Rhoads says: 
“The position of the batteries appealed to me as being 
the handiest arrangement that I have ever seen, as every 
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connection is in reach and 


test is very easily made. 


in sight, so that an ammeter 
Anyone who has to maintain 


a main battery set upon a shelf where he cannot get to 








View of Dispatcher’s office at Cape Charles, Va. 


the binding posts of the cells at the back, will appreciate 
this arrangement. 

“T have seen big cabinets with sliding shelves, but. they 
are not satisfactory, although they are first class for a 
small box, because the weight of the cells makes it im- 
possible to pull them out and slide them back without up- 
setting about half the cells.” 

The photograph here presented shows the dispatcher’s 
office at Cape Charles. The call box is on the table, and 
the cabinet at the left of the switchboard contains the 
main equipment. The battery cabinet is located at the 
left of the receiver, but only a corner shows as the kodak 

















was not swung far enough around to get it in. 











Death of Isaac T. Dyer. 

Isaac T. Dyer, superintendent of telegraph of the San Pedro, 
Los Angeles & Salt Lake City Railroad, Los Angeles, Cal., 
died recently. He was president of the Association of Rail- 
way Telegraph Superintendents, and in spite of his ill health 
served the interests of that association faithfully. 

Mr. Dyer was born in La Grange, Mo., in 1860. He took 
up railway telegraph work in 1876. In 1878 he took a posi- 
tion with the Western Union Telegraph Co. at Quincy, III. 
and later filled positions in the Kansas City and St. Joseph, 
Mo., offices. 


















The Last Straw. 
By Richard Henry Little,* 


For six long weeks Mrs. Hickens has been carrying on a 
desperate campaign to obtain the installation of a nickel-in-the- 
slot telephone in her apartment. 

It has been a campaign that makes Grant’s maneuvers in 
front of Richmond or the late Mr. Czsar’s advance into Gaul 
look like the raid of a detachment of Boy Scouts on an apple 
orchard. Perhaps if Mrs. Hickens’ campaign had been less 
strenuous she would now have the telephone in her apartment: 
but that is quite another matter and has nothing whatever to do 
with the thrilling siege of the telephone company conducted by 
Mrs. Hickens. 

To begin at the beginning, Mrs. Hickens moved from the 
fashionable apartment hotel, in which she had resided for 
something like six years, to an equally fashionable apartment 
building just around the corner. 

It was a new building and she was the first tenant, and a 
telephone had never been put in. Of course, all one has to do 
to get a telephone is to notify the telephone company. Mrs. 
Hickens notified the telephone company. She notified them 
on robin blue note paper with her coat of arms neatly em- 
bossed at the top. 

The telephone company paid no more attention to the robin 
blue note paper with the coat of arms at the top than if she 
had written on a postal card. After séveral days ‘shé wrote 
again. She called attention to the fact that she had many 
social duties which required her to. use the telephone frequently 
and that she was being put to great inconvenience by not hav- 
ing a telephone in the house. 

Then Mrs. Hickens received a blank form from the company 
which she was required to fill out. She filled it out with great 
exactness and named her bank and her lawyer as references. 
More days passed, but still the telephone did not arrive. 


Mrs. Hickens became angry, most angry. She got out the 
robin blue note paper with the coat of arms at the top and 
she wrote freely and without reserve to the telephone company. 
She said for many years she had been a chronic. telephone 
user; that she had a mania for putting nickels in the slot; 
that she had the chronic telephonitis and often spent days 
doing nothing but calling up her friends, and that the minute 
they answered she lost all interest in them and rung off so 
that she could call up somebody else and put another nickel 
in the slot. 

She pointed out that the company was losing a large amount 
of ready change by not letting her have a cute little nickel-in- 
the-slot telephone to play with. ; 

More than this Mrs. Hickens icily stated that as she had 
personally paid—judging from her telephone bills—for a large 
part of the building in which the telephone company was lo- 
cated and for most of the underground conduits and copper 
wires, and for all of the automobiles owned: by the officers 
of the company, and at least half of the dividends paid to 
the stockholders every year, she ought to be permitted to 
have a nasty little old nickel-in-the-slot machine put in her 
house without being compelled to. call on the president and 
go down on her knees and beg him for the instrument with 
the tears gushing from her eyes. : ; 

Mrs. Hickens just knew that that letter would cause four 
general superintendents and twenty-five common everyday line- 
men with ten telephones in their arms to dash to her house 
in repair wagons with their horses on a gallop. 





*In the Chicago Tribune. 





Sparks from the Troubleman’s Department 
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After a few days she received another blank to be filled 
out, ‘. 

If Mrs. Hickens was angry at first, she was furious now. 

She sat down and filled out the blank and then supplied other 
information she said she supposed was needed before she 
could secure the telephone. She said she was 27 years old; 
married; American; white; educated, private schools and Bryn 
Mawr, and a Republican in politics, but did not think women 
ought to vote. She further deposed that battleship gray was 
her favorite color; the violet her favorite flower; Bertha M. 
Clay her favorite author, and her favorite quotation, “DO IT 
NOW.” She also said that she was five feet four inches 
tall, weighed 120 pounds, had light gray eyes, lovely auburn 
hair, an aquiline nose, and a lovely disposition. 

She also said she wanted the telephone to talk through and 
not to use as a cage for the canary bird or to heat the coffee 
in. She promised to have it put in the parlor with a prayer 
rug in front of it and altar lights burning all around it day 
and night, and that a burnt offering should be made before 
it on Sunday and holy days. 

Mrs. Hickens thought this letter would produce results and 
she fixed up a few things to say to the president of the com 
pany when he came up personally to apologize. Some more 
days passed and still nothing happened. 

Then Mrs. Hickens began a career of deceit that finally 
enmeshed her in a tangle of villainy. She called up the tele- 
phone company and said her sister was ill and she must have 
a telephone in order to call the doctor, if the sickness took 
a more serious turn. The company was sorry and said it 
would attend to the matter at once. 

Some more days passed and still no telephone arrived. Then 
Mrs. Hickens called up and said that her sister was at the 
point of death and if a crisis occurred and the doctor could not 
be called in time she would hold the telephone company re- 
sponsible. The telephone company said they would send an 
instrument up at once. 

But no telephone came and Mrs. Hickens, going from bad 
to worse, had her small brother go over to the apartment 
hotel where she had formerly lived and use the telephone there 
to tell the company that Mrs. Hickens was dying, and that her 
other sister was much worse, and that her mother was in con- 
vulsions, and in the name of humanity please to put a tele- 
phone in. 

One of the dwellers in the apartment hotel heard these sor- 
rowful tidings and spread the news to all of Mrs. Hickens’ 
friends who sent flowers and notes of condolence. 

Cousin Amy came over to tell Mrs. Hickens an officer of the 
telephone company in the hotel had heard the news and was pro- 
foundly stirred, but if he learned the sad story was a trick 
he might be angry and Mrs. Hickens never would get a tele- 
phone. So Mrs. Hickens and her sister and her mother took 
to their beds and put talcum powder on their faces, and when- 
ever any more visitors came over from the apartment hotel 
they groaned and talked in far off whispers about hearing beau- 
tiful music and seeing the pretty angels. 





But still no telephone! 

Mrs. Hickens sat down and wrote a note to the telephone 
company offering to keep the telephone wrapped up in mauve 
silk and sprayed every hour with eau de cologne and carried 
each night to a safety deposit vault and escorted every morning 
to her house by a band and a platoon of cavalry. 


The next day her heart gave a leap as she saw a man enter- 
ing the building who wore a uniform and had the word 
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Sure enough, right afterward the 
murmured Mrs. Hickens, “at 


on his hatband. 
“Thank heavens,” 


“Telephone” 
bell jingled. 
last !” 

She rushed down to. admit the telephone man herself. But 
when she reached the hall he was gone. She opened the mail 
box and took out a large brown envelope that the man had 
left. She opened the letter and glanced at its contents. Then 
she fainted dead away. 

It was a circular letter and it said: 

“WHY DON’T YOU HAVE A TELEPHONE PUT INTO 
YOUR HOUSE? IT WILL SAVE YOU A WORLD OF 
TROUBLE?” 





Mr. Very-rich-for-a-small-town sat in his office computing 
interest and plotting how to squeeze widows (not in an amor- 
ous sense; merely the poor widows with mortgages you read 
about). 

“A caller,” the young lady stenographer announced. 

The Reverend Timothy O-beseech-me entered the door and 
rested his saintly eyes on Mr. Very-rich-for-a-small-town. 

“Oh, won’t you please, won’t you please,” he wheezed, “give 
us $10,000 for the poor little babies in Central Africa? Oh, 
please, Mr. Very-rich-for-a-small-town.” 

“One moment and I will speak with you,” 
talist. “I must answer the telephone.” 

“Hello, yes.” Br-r-r-r. Br-r-r-r. 

“Hello. Oh, is this the New York office? You are Penny- 
handle, the broker? Yes, I remember I told you to invest 
some of my funds in S. K. V. on margin. What, you invested 


replied the capi- 

















“Confound these party lines! There’s always a whole bunch 
talking on the wire.” 


all my money? I did not tell you to. What’s that? S. K. V. 
dropped twenty-five points?” 
Mr. Very-rich-for-a-small-town began to tear his hair and 


dance around the telephone. 


“Hello. Hello, Pennyhandle. Did you say you invested every- 
thing I had? Then I am ruined. Ruined! Worth less than 
nothing !” 


The Reverend O-beseech-me at this point fled through the 
door with a horrified expression on his visage. Mr. Very- 
rich-for-a-small-town sat down and smiled. 

“IT am sorry that you lost all your money,” 
sweet stenographer. 

“Oh, never mind, birdie. That’s a dummy 
doesn’t go any farther than the wall. 
for charitable purposes.” —Puck. 


sympathized the 


telephone. It 
I only use it occasionally 





“There is nothing more unsatisfactory than a boarding house 
beefsteak,” growled the chronic grumbler. 

“Oh, I don’t know,” rejoined the impressionable young 
man. “Did you ever get a kiss from a pretty girl over the 
telephone?” 
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An apprehensive Pole in the wilds of Nebraska wrote the 
following touching letter to the manager of his local telephone 
exchange: “Mis Aurwine I gas I cante tage no Telephone Mi 
wouman se dont want no phone in our house i may tage one 
later on if i cin gite in touct in to hur se is fating hard agints 
befour i haf afouse wit her altime i beter tag none four a 


wile. Jos. Przybyslawski.” 





A Telephone Courtship. 


When I wooed Nellie on my knees, 
’Twas rather disconcerting 

To hear her ask me, “Number, please?” — 
Confusion thus averting. 


But after I was listed, then 
’Twas much a better token 

To hear that welcome “Call again,” 
In accent sweetly spoken. 


Till, spite of sundry ups and downs, 
My courtship proved so hearty, 

To Joneses, Smiths, and Blacks and Browns 
She calmly lisped, “Wrong party.” 


‘ And when her dad with anxious brow, 
Would butt in on our pleasure, 
By calm reproof of “Busy now!” 
Was how she’d take his measure. 


And so we're wed; but midst our ease, 
She’s still as fate designed her; 
For, morn and eve, a “Nickel please!” 
Is mainly her reminder! 
—Judge. 





“What's the trouble with Plunkville’s telephone system?’ 

“We've tried a mayor and we’ve tried a commission to reg- 
ulate it and nothing doing.” 

“Well?” 

“Now we're thinking of offering the management of our 
city to some good magazine.” 





“LINE'S BUSY.” 


What causes men to rave and swear, 

\ And whoop around and paw the air, 
And say so many things unkind, 
As if they’d something on their mind? 
What makes them scowl and mutter low, 
And jaw and kick and prate and blow? 
’Tis this which makes such fiends of men: 


“The line is busy; call again! 


What phrase of phrases is the pest 
When man is at his busiest? 

What low voice whispered in his ear 
Makes all his goodness disappear? 

What makes him, in these moments rash, 
Break the commandments all to smash? 
’Tis this which makes him wreck all ten: 
“The line is busy; call again!” 


When business deals are pressing hard, 
And he must play the winning card, 
When every minute counts the cost 
Of millions made or millions lost, 
What “gets his goat” as nothing can, 
And makes a fiend of mortal man? 
’Tis “Central” as she whispers then: 
“The line is busy; call again!” 


Oh, phrase of phrases, hated worse 
Than woman’s tongue or madman’s curse; 
Oh, tiny sentence, spoken there 
By some sweet maid divinely fair! 
Oh, words which always rouse our ire 
Far worse than “mutt” or “fool” or “liar.” 
We hang up, swearing roundly, when 
She says, “Line’s busy; call again!” 
—Los Angeles Express. 





Miss Fafaum says that she hasn’t any more confidence in the 
married men than if she had worked as a telephone operator. 

















Practical Subjects—Letters and Discussion 


subscriber who has seen him once wants to see 
him again, and the linemen, who secretly hold troublemen 
in contempt, always like to be on a job with John. He 
doesn’t report a cross in the cable until he knows where 
it is. 

In short, look a telephone over with both eyes open, and 


An Appreciation of the Telephone Trouble Shooter. 

There are trouble shooters and trouble shooters; there 
are men who, to a telephone company, are worth any price 
—their weight in gold, to speak hyperbolically—while there 
are others who are not worth their weight in “etheric force” 
or old individual bells. 

_A really good, able, industrious troubleman, even under 
very adverse circumstances, can often get good work out 
of a bad system and worse instruments, and can keep sub- 
scribers: at least passive. But, on the contrary, a lazy, 
inefficient, or, worse than all, a careless troubleman, can 
blight the fairest and most promising and best satisfied 
group of subscribers. He can ruin the best instruments 
without giving a week’s notice, and can make the lives of 
the office manager and all of his subscribers so ineffably 
miserable that the manager will wish that he were dead. 

If any remarks in this should grate upon the feelings of 
such a troubleman, let him congratulate himself, for in that 
case he is not incorrigible; there is hope for him if he re- 
forms at once. 

Before the mind’s eye of the writer passes a typical trou- 
bleman, of the not thorough class. Although meaning well 
all the time, he rarely does well. He is called upon to 
attend to a complaint. The document is, of course, as lucid 
as the densest mud, probably couched in the impassioned 
words: “The thing won’t work.’ 

Our, hero goes off whistling, with a heart as light as hy- 
drogen, and presently arrives at his destination. He at 
once wins the heart of the subscriber with his cheery smile, 
especially if he hasn’t been there before. 

After a pleasant word for every one around, he takes 
the offending instrument in hand. He finds the bell box 
to be out of adjustment, sets to work and soon has it 
working better than when it came from the factory. When 
he goes to test out with his chief operator he notices he 
gets little or no battery in the transmitter. He finally dis- 
covers that some careless troubleman, who has preceded 
him, and has had occasion to take off the transmitter front, 
has failed to put back all the screws, leaving a loose con- 
nection between the transmitter front and the arm. 

We have all seen the lazy troubleman; it is not necessary 
to name him. He always leaves something undone, and he 
wonders why Jack, Ernest and Bill get ahead of him, 
when he is so many degrees smarter than they. Don’t we 
know such men? He won’t go out after work hours. He 
makes it a rule never to do too much. The company is rich, 


you know. His motto is, never do today what can be 
left over for tomorrow, and he acts well up to it. He has 
a system. 


Now ‘we come to the real valuable troubleman. We 
will name him John Springjack. When he goes on a com- 
plaint, he first looks over his kit of tools. If he has to work 
on carpets, he carefully spreads a newspaper on the floor. 
And when he finishes, he takes this newspaper, with any 
dirt which may have accumulated during installation, to 
the back yard and deposits it in the right place for waste. 
John never leaves a job till he knows it is done, and done 
well, and when John pronounces it done, everybody about 
the office knows it is done. He always tests every part 
of the telephone before he leaves it. And he is wise in 
his day and generation—he knows when to let well enough 
alone. 

He does not have to learn a thing twice. 
around the office knows John Springjack. If a difficult 
trouble shows up Springjack is called up to go on it. The 
manager knows if John goes, the trouble will be fixed, 
and it is not necessary for him to worry about it any fur- 


Everybody 





ther. <A 


A word to the wise 
Geo. H. Glass, 
General Manager Citizens Telephone Co. 


be sure you're right, then go ahead. 
is sufficient. 
Pekin, III. 





A Ninety-Two Foot Pole on the Banks of the Ohio River 
and a Lineman Courting Danger. 


We are indebted to Claude Wyant, of the Wellsburg Home 
Telephone Co., Wellsburg, W. Va., for the accompanying photo- 
graph of a tall pole, which he 








states is one of the highest on 
the Ohio River. It is on the 
West Virginia side and is a 
part of the line connecting 
Wellsburg with the exchange 
at Brilliant, Ohio. The span 
is about a half-mile long. 

In sending us the photo- 

graph Mr. Wyant writes: 
“Wouldn't this make a dandy 
‘or your splendid magazine? 
Think of the nerve of the fel- 
low on top! He is Grant 
Southworth, electrician for 
the Wellsburg Home.” 
i ; We are so far inclined to 
a the belief that it is a “dandy” 
that it here appears, and we 
are not oblivious to the com- 
pliment paid us for produc- 
ing a “splendid magazine.” 
This sort’*of. contribution 
helps to make it interesting 
and we tender our thanks to 
Mr. Wyant’ for his theught- 
fulness and enterprise, also 
recognizing the “1erve”’ of 
Mr. Southworth. 


Specifying Material. 

There is sometimes timid- 
ity among subordinates about 
requesting certain makes of 
tools, materials or appliances, 
which they may have good 
reason to believe would de- 
crease costs or promote effi- 























ciency. To show the attitude 
of one manufacturer we re- 
produce the following apt 
and well written editorial discussion from Power: 

You may remember the story of the engineer who knew 
a lot about power plant engineering practice. He was a 
careful reader of the reading columns and advertising pages 
of his paper. He kept catalog files and interesting infor- 
mation and figures on plant equipment. 

That was his trouble—he kept them. 

One day the manager said to him: “Here’s something 
new that looks pretty good to me, what do you know 
about it?” 

“Why, I know a lot about it,” replied the engineer. “Only 


Pride of Wellsburg Home. 
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last night I was telling my wife how we could make good 
use of that here.” 

“Telling you wife!” exclaimed Mr. Manager. “What in 
She doesn’t run this 
I don’t want to run 


blazes has she got to do with it? 
plant. Why don’t you come to me? 
a back-number plant and I’m depending on you as the 
power specialist to keep me informed.” 

The engineer went back to the engine-room with a new 


idea. He sat on it long enough to hatch out something 
that’s been with him ever since—to his everlasting benefit. 
He has learned that knowledge without action is like a 


motor boat without gasoline—you don’t get there. 

- He has also learned that he can suggest things to the 
management without being accused of “butting in.” 

The manager of the power plant above may be likened 
to an officer of a railway. He must depend to a large 
extent on his subordinates to study out and suggest or 
specify improvements or economies in the details. And by 
doing that the subordinate not only effi- 
ciency, but draws attention to himself as a progressive 
employe. It is a_ frequently truth that the 
man picked out for promotion is not the man who does 
only that which he is paid for, but the man who does more 
No employe should hesitate to in- 
materials 


increases his 
expressed 
than he is paid for. 


vestigate and then to 
which would result in increased efficiency or economy.— 


recommend or specify 


Railway Engineering and Maintenance of Way. 





Good Work With Automobile in Michigan. 

1 think I can go Mr. Fisher, of the Franklin County Tele- 
phone Co., of Virginia, one better on the auto proposition. 
| purchased a car of 1,000 Ibs. weight June 4 of this year, 
and to date have driven it 3,566 miles without one bit of 





Mr. Potter’s Favorite Car. 


trouble except one tire coming in contact with a beer bot- 
tle, and adjusting the timer a couple of times. 

I drive a rural mail route and look after 156 telephones, 
and some of my lines are 10 miles long. I have on my 
route 7 miles of as bad sand as there is in this part of 
the state, and “Little Lizzie” does the business in the best 
of shape and with no “monkeying,” either. 

This is my third year with an auto, and my first machine 
was a good deal like Mr. Fisher’s first one. It was “on 
the shelf” much of the time. A second-hand car is a poor 
investment unless it is given to you, and then if you run 
it much you will soon have a good amount invested at 
that price. A little car, as he says, is just what any sys- 
tem should have. One man, if he understands a machine, 
can do more trouble hunting in two hours than three 
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can in all day with rigs. I would not advise anyone to 
put a man not experienced in handling autos to running 
one, as there are little things that will happen to one not 
acquainted with the nature of the “animal’’ which will cause 
him troubles galore, but one who understands them will 
not be detained more than a moment. 

My car is built on the same principle as the little Max- 
two-cylinder, shaft-drive, Unisparker con- 
trol in the wheel and on top; this is an advantage over 
the Maxwell, as its under the wheel. This 
car is as simple as the Maxwell, as speedy, as reliable, and 
as durable as any machine built today regardless of price 
or construction. It will go anywhere any of them will 
little trouble expense as any car 
absolute satisfaction. I have had the same ex- 
perience in reaching trouble that Mr. Fisher had, and have 
many times had the same satisfying results. 


well, ignition, 


control is 


go with as and made, 


and with 


I take my 
wife along for a spin, changing with her at the wheel. 
My wife and her sister take the machine on Sundays and 
are away with it all day. I know when they go with it 
that they will come back in good order and on time. 
motor.is- ball-bearing and a child can-crank it. 


The 


I have, as Mr. Fisher says, wondered that the larger 
companies are not using them more. It may be that they 
have no- men they would care to trust with one, but I 
think one could be had at 
saving to the 


a price that would be a large 
company and enable it to clear trouble 
more speedily. 

I have also had some .experience with the motorcycle 
and prefer the auto if I am to do the riding. 

Again Mr. Fisher says he can average about 18 miles 
to the gallon of gziolene. | 3,566 miles av- 
This is a 15 h. p., 1,000-lb. car. 
for each 100 Ibs. of car while he has 1% 
his car weighing 1,200 Ibs. This car sold for $500 
fully equipped, top, speedometer, wind shield, clock, two 
gas and three oil lights and a full set of tools. The Max- 
well is a dandy little car and | doubt if there is anything 
made.today that will outclass it. I have handled, it seems 
to me, nearly all makes of cars, as I do the repair work 
at thts place and have a chance to drive all-the- different 
makes. 


have for the 
eraged nearly 21 miles. 
I have 1% _h. p. 


h. p., 


The firm that made my car. has gone out: of- busi- 
ness and the new: organization: makes. nothing but a four 
cylinder so you can see that anything I have said is not 
in the interest of any firm which will profit by these state- 
My car is a Demot and made in Detroit, 
B.. J. Potter, Proprietor, 
Okemos Independent Tel. Co. 


ments. 
Mich: 
. Okemos, Mich. 


was 





Chief Operator Sends Good Development. 

ago we -wefe 

pleased to see Mr. Benedict's article regarding telephone 

rating... But. we ‘can..go Mr. Benedict one -better.. The 

SheH Rock Valley. Telephone Co., of Greene, Iowa, can 

boast 263 telephones inside the city limits, not counting 

rural telephones. Greene having -a population: of 1,200, 

this averages a telephone to every 4.56 inhabitants. Can 

anyone beat this? 

Greene, Iowa. Agatha Hagarty, 

Chief Operator, Shell Rock Valley Telephone Co. 


In -reading TELEPHONY of two weeks 





Stroud Apparatus “Refused to Fail to Operate.” 

Owing to a typographical error in the last line of the article 
“History of the Stroud Patents,” which appeared on page 571 
of last week’s TeLEPpHoNy, the point of the joke was lost. Mr. 
Stroud says what he was really told by the electrical expert 
in charge of the setting up of his apparatus in the Western 
Electric laboratories for a demonstration before the patent 
officials was that it “refused to fail to operate.” The signa- 
ture of Mr. Stroud should also have appeared below the article. 








. From the Patent Office 


Max W. Zabel 


Device for Holding Receivers of Telephones. 

E. L. Persons, Concord, N. H., Patent 1,006,591, Oct. 24, 1911. 

A device for holding receivers of wall telephones has 
a long arm fastened directly to the switch hook to ‘carry 
the receiver. Whenever the user presses’. sidewardly 
against the receiver while using the telephone, this operates 
the switchhook lever to actuate the contacts in the ordi- 
nary manner. 


Common Battery Telephone System. 
C. S. Winston, Chicago, Ill., Patent 1,006,615, Oct. 24, 1911, 
Assigned to Kellog Switchboard & Supply 
Co., Chicago, III. 

This invention relates to a three wire circuit in which 
two of the wires are used for transmission purposes and 
the third is provided for signalling and test purposes. 

The subscriber’s station 1 is connected by means of the 
wires 2 and 3 to the jacks. The line relay 16 is permanent- 
ly. connected to the line wire 2 and its armature 18 con- 
trols the line lamp 17. Cut-off relay 11 has its armature 19 
to control the line lamp circuit and the armature 10 to dis- 
connect the line wire 3 from the ground. This cut-off relay 
is permanently connected through the third conductor 13 to 
the test thimbles of the jacks. A supervisory signal 34 
is included in the third conductor. A normally open low 
resistance path including the resistance 36 is adapted for 
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replacing the supervisory signal. A supervisory relay 27 
is connected between the source of current 14 and the tip 
strand 23. This relay 27 is actuated in series with the line 
relay, when the cord is connected with the line circuit. 
When this supervisory relay 27 controls the circuit of the 
supervisory lamp 34. 





Space Telephony. 
lee de Forest, New York, N. Y., patent 1,006,635, Oct. 24, 
1911. Assigned to De Forest Radio Telephone 
Co., New York. 

In a system of wireless telephony in place of the strongly 
damped train of waves a system of undamped waves is 
used all the waves having normally the same amplitude of 
vibration. In this way it is stated that a properly tuned 
receiving instrument is susceptible to the cumulative effect 
of these waves more readily than to damped waves of higher 
amplitude. A spark gap in series with the antenna is under 
the control of an electromagnet, the magnetism of which 
is responsive to a telephone transmitter. 





Space Telephony. 
New York, .N. Y., patent 1,006,636, 
Assigned to De Forest Radio Telephone 
Co., New York. 

A wireless telephone system is set forth herein in which 
the antenna has several wave producing circuits as, it is 
claimed, the energy to be derived from a single singing 
are is not sufficient for all purposes. In addition thereto 
the antenna is provided with a plurality of transmitter con- 
trolled circuits to control the sending of wireless messages. 


lee de Forrest, 
24, 1911. 


Oct. 


Telephone Receiver. 
Dean, Elyria, O., Patent 1,006,833, Oct. 24, 
Assigned to Dean Electric Co., Elyria Ohio. 
This patent covers a metallic receiver shell and comprises 
a shell of thin metal 1 having a flange 15 as shown. At 4 





W. W. 1911, 








the shell 1 is upset and provided with screw threads to ac- 
commodate an ear piece 2-which is also upset at 3 and pro- 
vided with screw threads to co-operate with those on the 
plate 4. A perforated disc 6 of insulating material is pro- 
vided between the parts 1 and 2. The receiver cup 8 car- 
ries the diaphragm 10 and a ring screw-threaded to the 
cup holds the diaphragm in place. The bolts 9 are pro- 
vided within the cup and a bolt 12 holds the magnet thereto 





Transmitter. 
A. A. Jahnke, Richmond, Cal., Patent 1,007,031, Oct. 24, 1911. 
Assigned to National Wireless Telephone & 
Telegraph Co., Arizona. 

A transmitter for use with heavy currents has the carbon 
carrying cup provided with a shell of lavite on its circum- 
ference through which alcohol or similar fumes or vapors 
may escape into the chamber to cool the granules in the 
chamber. The electrodes are faced with irridium platinum. 
An annular receptacle around the carbon chamber carries 
the alcohol fumes. Movement of the electrodes causes 
the fumes to enter into and recede from the carbon cham- 
ber. When cooled the lavite it not porous sufficiently to 
permit the liquid alcohol to go through, but when heated 
is sufficiently porous to permit vapors to pass through. 





Transmitter. 
A. A. Jahnke, Richmond, Cal., Patent 1,007,030, Oct. 24, 
1911, Assigned to National Wireless Telephone 
& Telegraph Co., Arizona. 

The transmitter herein has the ordinary diaphragm, but 
to this diaphragm is attached a valve stem controlling two 
supply passages and an exhaust passage. One of the sup- 
ply passages furnishes water and the other electrolyte such 
as dilute sulfuric acid. The movement of the diaphragm 
operates the valve stem to permit more or less mixture of 
the water with the sulfuric acid as these liquids flow through 
the passages. The conductors of the circuit enter respec- 
tively the water supply passage and the exhaust passage 
and the amount of current permitted to go through is de- 
pendent upon the position of the valve stem it is claimed. 
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From Factory and Salesroom 






Convention: Canadian Independent Telephone Association, Toronto, Ont., November 15 


Something About the Klein Products. 
The life of a business can be compared with the life of 


individuals of the genus 
homo, of which some de- 
part after only a very 
brief existence, some af- 
ter struggling along to 
youth or middle age, 
some to the three score 
and ten, weathering all 
storms, and like the bur- 
ly oak remain vigorous 
and virile. 

It is one of the aims 
of all business men to be- 
come acquainted with 
each other, so it may not 
be amiss to picture a little 
of the history of the 
house of Mathias Klein 
& Sons, Chicago, in the 
hope that it will interest 


some of its customers and may also suggest some talking 
points to salesmen who handle ‘Klein tools. 


The busi- 





Early home of Klein factory—Mathias Klein in foreground. 


several removals and increases in space and capacity the 
great Chicago fire found the shop of Mr. Klein on Dear- 


born street, on the site 
of the present Great 
Northern Hotel. The fire 
destroyed the shop total- 
ly, but not the confidence 
and pioneer courage of 
Mr. Klein, who set about 
immediately to rebuild. 
Before the ashes had 
well cooled lumber was 
on the spot and a frame 
shop was in course of 
erection. 

Th‘s shop is shown on 
some of the photographs 
of the fire ruins, and was 
one of the first buildings 
erected; it stood until 
1881, when the property 
at the present site was ac- 


quired and the business was moved to its present loca- 
tion, across the river on the West Side. Here his newly 


erected shop 





ness was 
founded in 
1857, in the 
city of Chi- 
cago, by 
Mathias 
Klein (who, 
by the way, is 
still active at 
eighty-five 
years of age), 
on a very 
humble basis; 
ie) sact: ae 
boss, work- 
man and er- 
rand boy. The 
business made 
progress stead- 
ily, however. 




















was a two 
story and 
base me nt 
building, 25x 
50 ft. and the 
writer (J. M. 
Klein) re- 
members his 
father re- 
marking: “If 
[| ean get 
work enough 
to occupy this 
building in 
full, it will be 
all that I will 
ever require.” 
Yet it was not 
long when an 
addition was 








In those early 
days line- 


men’s tools were not in great demand. ‘In fact, it was 
not until the early 60’s when the taking over of the IIli- 


nois & Mississippi Tele- 
graph Co. resulted in the 
formation of the Western 
Union Telegraph Co. and 
resulting expansion of the 
telegraph, which brought 
Mr. Klein in contact with 
the construction department 
of this company, that the 
manufacture of  linemen’s 
tools was taken up. 

The extent of the field at 
that time was the Western 
Union Telegraph Co. solely. 


J. M. Klein 


Mathias Klein 





Present plants of M. Klein & Sons. 


Joseph A. Klein found 


neces- 
sary which 


was used and stood until 1891, when it gave way to a per- 
manent addition of 50x70 ft., three stories high. In 1900 


it was again found neces- 
sary to make aq further ad- 
dition. In 1906 this also 
proved inadequate and, no 
further ground space being 
available on this site, fur- 
ther building was transferred 
to the North Side of the 
city, where an auxilary fac- 
tory, 50x 100 ft., was erect- 
ed, and equipped with a 
modern gas ‘producer and 
engine power plant, dyna- 
mos, electric light and steam 


Its requirements then were small, but with this small be- heat. The drawing shows both factories as one. 


ginning the business increased slowly but gradually. After 
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The factory on the West Side is located at 562-564 West 
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Van Buren street, two blocks west of the Chicago River. 
It occupies a ground space of 50 x 100 ft. and is three stories 
high. Power is furnished by a 100 horsepower Corliss en- 
gine. The basement contains the heavy machinery, 
presses, hammers and grinding machinery, the latter pro- 
vided with an exhaust system that carries away all dust. 
The second and third floors are occupied as finishing 
shops and contain the fitters’ benches, drill presses, mill- 
ing machines and the office is on the second floor. The 
North Side factory, located at 1510-1514 Clybourn avenue, 
occupies a ground space of 75 x 200 ft. 

The present buildings are occupied as forging shops, 
machine and assembling shop, warehouse and barn. Power 
is derived from a 60 horsepower Munzel producer gas en- 
gine, and is distributed partly by direct belting and partly 
by dynamo, which also furnishes current for illumination. 
The first floor is occupied as power plant and forging 
shop and the warehouse is in a separate building adjoin- 
ing. In the second and third floors are the grinding and 
milling machines, and fitters’ benches. The buildings are 
substantially put up of brick and cement construction. 

The West Side factory is principally engaged in the 
manufacture of Klein pliers, while at the North Side plant 
sundry items comprising the line of Klein product are 
manufactured. 

From this brief history it becomes obvious that Klein 
tools have a place in the “pioneers’ niche” in the electrical 
construction field, also that there must be something back 
of Klein product to account for the repeated expansion 
of the business, to keep its capacity matched with the 
ever-increasing demand—and there is something back of 
it. There is, as a foundation on which the business was 
builded, the determination to maintain quality, to design 
on a basis of utility, to execute on a basis of reliability 
and fitness, and to conduct the business on lines of fair- 
ness and equity. This policy was the corner stone laid 
by the builder in 1857 and the structure has been raised 
and is being continued in the mold of its conception. 

New “Red Devil” Catalog Coming. 

Smith & Hemenway Co., 150-152 Chambers street, New 
York, makers of “Red Devil” electricians’ and linemen’s tools, 
will have ready for distribution this month the sixth edition 
of its “Green Book” of “Red Devil” tools and hardware 
specialties. 

“Red Devil’ tools consist of an extensive line of side cut- 
ting pliers, “Red Devil” and Buffalo Grips, linemen’s tools, 
climbers, “comalongs,” hack saws, electricians’ snips, knives, 
Havens clamps, wire connectors, safety straps, tool belts, etc. 

The attention of our readers is called to the various unique 
advertisements of the Smith & Hemenway Co. in our col- 





umns. These advertisements offer “Red Devil” tools direct. 


to the user at prices that should certainly be interesting to 
any lineman or electrician. 





Johns-Manville Changes Birmingham Office. 

Due to the fast increasing business in Birmingham, Ala., 
the H. W. Johns-Manville Co., has found it necessary to 
change the location of its office from 1220 Empire Build- 
ing to 606 Chamber of Commerce Building, this address 
being better adapted for the company’s requirements. 

This office will continue under the management of W. H. 
Fleming, who is well and favorably known throughout 
that section of the country, having been connected with 
the New Orleans branch of the company for a considera- 
ble time. 

A complete line of J-M asbestos.and magnesia products, 
electrical supplies, packings, etc. will be handled from 
“.S office. 
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Paragraphs. 


Tue C. S. McKinney Co., 50 Church street, New York 
City, is circularizing the telephone field to present a very at- 
tractive proposition for the trial of Zincre pole preservative. 
Zincre is said to have remarkable preservative efficiency and 
to penetrate where some heavier oils would fail. Particulars 
of this introductory offer, which, by the way, is limited as 
to time of acceptance, will be sent to interested telephone men 
upon feceipt of their request addressed to the home office in 
New York City. 


THE Dututn Loc Co., Duluth, Minn,, is backing up its 
strong bid for the pole business of the present season by a 
circular describing the advantages that the Duluth Log Co. 
offers to its patrons. The circular is well illustrated by views 
of the company’s yards and gives an idea of the Duluth 
method of filling orders. It will prove a help to those who 
are undecided as to where they shall buy their poles. If you 
have not received a copy, write for one, and your request 
will be promptly answered. 


THE RoMeE WireE Co., Rome, N. Y., has its November calen- 
dar out. This presents a portrait of a dimpled beauty who 
smiles most invitingly at one. The calendar is in the form 
of a souvenir post card and a copy will be mailed to any 
one desiring it. 


ALFRED F. Moore, Philadelphia, has issued his November cal- 
endar in the “Lovely Phyllis” series. Here the lady is shown 
a-horseback, the accompanying couplet declaring that “We take 
offense when folks displease, but Phyllis takes a fence with 
case.” 


WE HAVE JUST BEEN FAVORED with a very attractive little sou- 
venir in the shape of a miniature cross-arm from the. American 
Cross Arm Co. The cross arm is 10 inches long, 1% inches 
high and 1 inch wide, bored and shaped exactly as the regu- 
lation cross arm of telephone use. It may be used as a paper 
weight and makes a very convenient holder for pencils and 
pens. On the top is tacked the American Cross Arm Co.’s 
trade mark in brass. The arm makes a handsome addition 
to the desk of any one purchasing cross arms and Mr. Crosby, 
sales manager of the company, informs us that he will be 
pleased to favor any requests made to the American Cross 
Arm Co., 17th floor, Heyworth building, Chicago, for one of 
these miniature arms. 


THE STROMBERG-CARLSON BULLETIN, number 1002, dated 
October, 1911, has just been published. It deals with local bat- 
tery telephones. Every phase of the construction, operation 
and application of Stromberg-Carlson local battery telephones 
is discussed and presented in an interesting and clear way. 
The bulletin is plentifully illustrated and is a valuable addition 
to the literature on this subject. A copy may be had by ad- 
dressing any of the Stromberg-Carlson offices. 





An Interesting Bulletin from Vermont. 


The October number of the Telephone Monthly, published 
by the Northern Telephone Co., Enosburg Falls, Vt., is the 
directory number. In addition to the complete directory for 
Enosburg Falls and adjoining points reached by the com- 
pany’s lines, it contains several pages of interesting telephone 
news and some excellent humorous items. As an advertising 
medium the Monthly appears to be very popular. Out of the 
twenty-eight pages and cover, making thirty-two pages in 
all, twelve are devoted to display advertisements. Besides 
these there are a number of cards inserted in the directory 
pages proper. 

















Condensed News Reports 


Officers of companies are earnestly requested to forward us promptly all financial and other state- 
ments as soon as issued and any items of interest as to their plants and systems 








PERSONALS. 
one of the fighters for Independent te- 
lephony. He is general manager of the Benton Independent Tele- 
phone Co., at Prosser, 
Washington, and has been 
connected at that place for 
quite a number of years. 
He has become quite well 
known in the field through 
the appearance of interest- 
ing and helpful practical 
letters which have appeared 
in TELEPHONY. 

D. W. WIGGS, mayor of 
Huntingburg, Ind., has 
taken the management of 
the Watseka Telephone Co., 
of Watseka, IIl. He will 
return to Huntingburg reg- 
ularly to preside over the 
council meetings, and take 
care of his duties as mayor. 

WILLIAM B. WATKINS, 
who has been the _ local 
manager of the Bell Tele- 
phone Co., and also had 
charge of the offices in 
Herkimer, Mohawk, Ilion 
and Frankfort, N. Y., has 


resigned his position. W. 
will 


HARRY MILES is 














S. Hall, of Norwich, 
take his place. 
WILLIAM J. GARVEY, 





local manager of the New 
York Telephone Co., N. Y., 
who has been an employe 
and official of the company 
for the past thirty-one years, has resigned his position. Mr. 
Burch, local manager at Penn Yan, will succeed Mr. Garvey in 
Elmira. 

H. F. COX, who has been manager of the Ogle County Tele- 
phone exchange at Polo, has accepted a position as manager at 
Pekin, Ill. 

J. E. SHEPHERD, of the Farm & City Telephone Co. at 
Davenport, has accepted the management of the West Crescent 
Telephone Co, at Reardan. 

E. W. REEVES,. until recently 
Telephone Co., has been made local 
County Telephone Co., Red Bluff, Cal. 

W. M. HALL, who has been manager of the Mountain States 
Telephone & Telegraph Co., at Fowler, has been promoted to the 
position of manager of the Lamar, Colo., exchange. 

THE NEW HOME Telephone Co., Wymore, Neb., has now an 
assistant manager, a young man about ten pounds in weight 
who arrived at Manager Ahlquist’s home recently. 

B. P. GRABER, who recently purchased the telephone exchange 
at Pretty Prairie, was married to Miss Mary Unruh, TELEPHONY 
and his friends in the field wish him much happiness. 

CHARLES H. NORTH AND GARRISON BABCOCK, president 
and vice-president respectively, of the North Electric Co.; of 
Cleveland, were in Chicago last week. on a business trip. 

A .A. CHARP, of New Harmony, Ind,, has been appointed 
manager of the Cumberland: telephone exchange at Louisville, 
Ky. T. J. Pierce, who has been manager for some time, has 
been transferred to New Harmony. 

Cc, A. BURDICK, for the last two years local manager of the 
New York Telephone Co., N. Y., -will sever his connection with 
the company and enter the employment of the Northwestern 
Telephone .Co.; of Carthage. Mr: Burdick will be succeeded by: C. 
H. Townsend, of Ogdensburg. 


Harry Miles. 


connected with the Oxnard 
manager of the Tehama 


"M. W. BRIGGS, general manager of the Cass County Home 


Telephone Co., Dowagiac, Mich., was a recent. Chicago visitor. 
Cass County is an Independent stronghold, thanks to the tire- 
less and efficient efforts of Mr. Briggs, and he reports business 
in fine condition in his section. : 

ROY H. JOHNSON,- manager’of the Grant County Telephone 
Co., Silver City, New Mexico, and Miss Nettie V. Belles, of 
Detroit, Mich., were married recently. The event came as a 


surprise to the friends of the couple, being quietly performed. 
Mr. Johnson has many friends in the telephone field who will join 
with TELEPHONY in. wishing the couple the best that can come 
to- them. 
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ment of the Kellogg Switchboard & Supply Co., has developed a 
ment of the Kellogg Switchboard Supply Co., has developed a 
high-grade magneto which has just been put on the market by 
the Grip Nut Company, South Whitley, Indiana, of which he is 
now chief engineer. The booklet describing this equipment in- 
dicates that Mr. Flint has been as successful in getting at the 
root of some of tine troubles which have vexed automobile 
owners, and eliminating them, as he was in working out dif- 
ficult telephone problems when he was in this field. 

NORMAN FURST has resigned the position of superintendent 
of the St. Joseph Home Long Distance Telephone Co., St. 
Joseph, Mo., to take a much needed rest. In a letter to 
TELEPHONY he says: “I think I am entitled to it, as I have 
been in the harness now for 15 years without a vacation.” For 
10 years Mr. Furst was with the Bell company, resigning about 
five years ago to associate himself with the Gary companies. 
TELEPHONY joins with his many other telephone friends in 
wishing him good luck during his vacation, and looks forward 
to his re-entry into the telephone business with renewed health 
and enthusiasm. . 
NEW COMPANIES. 

BOISE, IDA.—Articles of incorporation have been filed by the 
Farmers’ & Miners’ Telephone Co., Sweet Sage. The capital stock 
is $100,000. Directors are: A. L. Gilmore, E. R. Hawley, and M. 
L. Higgins, all of Sweet Sage. 

ATLANTA, ILL.—The Eminence Mutual Telephone Co. has 
been incorporated by J. M. Goodpasture, O. E. Johnson and J. 
I. Adams. The capital stock is $1,000. 

MISSOULA, MONT.—Articles of incorporations have been filed 
by the Flathead Independent Telephone Co. The capital stock 
is $50,000. The incorporators are: A. H. Stephens, Hamilton: V. 
H. Calhoun, and F. C. Wilhelm. 

ALABAMA, N. Y.—The Alabama Telephone Co., has been in- 
corporated by Charles A. Vail, Everett A. Rowley, E. D. Potter, 
John B. Gibbs, John Kraatz, Middleport; Rudolph A. Schaal and 
Fred Pafk, Basom. The capital stock is $5,000. 

HARRISBURG, PA.—A charter has been issued to the Fayette 
Rural Telephone Co.. Prittsville, with a capital stock of $5,000. 
The incorporators are: John D. Truxel, J. C. Mulligan, D. Wright 
and C. L. Truxel, Connellsville. The company will construct a 
co-operative line through Bullskin township and into the moun- 
tains. 

NESHANNOCK FALLS, PA.—The Neshannock Falls Telephone 
Co. has been organized recently. The officers are, J. C. Blevins, 
president; John Walker, secretary. The line will extend from 
New Castle to Neshannock Falls. 

KULPSVILLE, PA.-—The Kulpsville Rural Telephone Co. has 
which is prevented by space limitations. This earnestly expressed 
desire io introduce American goods into the vast field of India, 
been organized recently and a line is being rapidly constructed. 

COLUMBIA, §S. C.—A charter has been issued to the Clarendon 
Telephone Co., of Manning, with a capital stock of $5,000. The 
officers are: Abe ‘Levi, ‘president; H. J: Harby, vice-president, and 
Robert Shelor, secretary and treasurer. 

‘AUSTIN, TEX.—The Pecos & Rio Grande Telephone Co., of 
Fort Stock*on, has been incorporated with a $120,000 capital 
stock. - The-incorporators are: James Rooney, M. Adama, George 
G. Miller,.and others. .This new concern represents a consolida- 
tion of two old lines. 

DALLAS, TEX.—The Pecos & Rio Grande Telephone Co. of 
Fort Stockton, was recently incorporated. Capital.stock is $120,- 
000, and the incorporators are: James Rooney, Mart Adams, 
Frank Rooney, R. T. Durrett, Geo. C. Miller and Herman H. 
Butz. <i ees 

CLARKSBURG, W..VA.—For the purpose of constructing a 
telephone line in Waggoner, Graham, Robinson and Cooper dis- 
tricts, in Marion county a charter has been issued to the Big 
Four Telephone Co., of Letert, W. Va. The authorized capital 
stock is $4,980. The incorporators are: George T. Adkins, Emery 
F. Fry, C. S. Murr, of Letart, W. Va., George Somerville of Mag- 
gie, W.. Va:, and others. 

WHEELING, W. VA.—A charter has been issued to the Citi- 
zens’ Telephone Co., of Rockport. The capital stock of the com- 
pany is $5,000 and the incorporators are O. C. Stephens, of Slate, 
W. Va.; A. J. Bowersock, Chas. Ludwig, C. W. Clegg, and J. H. 
Stephens, of Rockport; S. A. Reeder and J. S. McWilliams, of 
Mineral Wells, W. Va. 

RHINELANDER, WIS.—The Rhinelander Telephone’ Co., 
Rhinelander, has been incorporated with $25,000 capital stock. In- 
corporators. are:.Arthur Taylor, E. O. Brown, C. F. Barnes, E. A. 
Forbes and D. F. Recker. 
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ELGIN, ORE.—The citizens of Elgin and the farmers’ union of 
Union county, have organized a cooperative telephone company. 
The following officers were elected: William Parks, president; 
Lue Stoop, vice-president; Jesse Crum, secretary; J. Masterson, 
L. L. Cross, F. Graham, Harry McNab, E. Rinehart, Thomas 
Flemming and R. Roulet were elected directors. 


CONSTRUCTION. 


LA PORTE, CAL.—The construction of a new telephone line 
to the Bellevue mine near Gibsonville and to the Tamarac Flat 
station near Franklyn Himm on Lunipkin River has been started 
by the forest service. 

STERLING, ILL.—The Interstate Telephone Co. has commenced 
the work of installing two new copper toll lines between 
Sterling and Aurora to give this city direct connections with 
Chicago. The company already has two toll lines working through 
to Aurora and with completion of the two new lines from Sterling 
to Aurora and Cliiton, Iowa, there will be six lines leading from 
Sterling to Chicago, being able to give connections with the met- 
ropolis by way of Clinton in case all of the four direct lines are 
engaged. 

CULBERTSON, MONT.—The Moore Telephone Co., Glasgow, 
is constructing a long distance line through northern Montana, 
from Culbertson to Havre. In connection with this they will pur- 
chase the local systems at Harlem, Malta and Chinook and will 
also connect with the Butte Electric Lighting Co.’s system at 
Havre. Northern Montana people may use the telephone as far 
east as Minneapolis, the companies having made connections with 
the Twin Cities via Grand Forks. 

DICKINSON, N. D.—The N. D. Independent Telephone Co., 
Fargo, has constructed a copper circuit from Mandan to Mott and 
West to New England over the Milwaukee branch, having acquired 
the interests of the Dakota Montana Telephone Co. lines in this 
territory. This gives Dickinson direct toll line connection with the 
country south. - 

PORTLAND, ORE.—Work has just been started by the forest 
service in the construction of a telephone line between Thomas 
creek and Chewaucan river to Paisley. 

HARLEYSVILLE, PA.—The Kulpsville Rural Telephone Co., 
recently incorporated, is rapidly constructing its lines. Officers 
of the company are Horace D. Frederick, president; Isaac Kulp, 
vice-president; and Howard Y. Ruth, treasurer. 

LITTLE FALLS, MINN.—The Morrison County Telephone Co. 
is extending its iine to Vawter, a distance of 10 miles. John 
Stroman is manager. 

MEETEETSE, WYO.—A telephone line, which is the personal 
enterprise of David Dickie, is being constructed from Collins to 
Mr. Dickie’s ranch on upper Gooseberry, a distance of about twen- 
ty-five miles, At Collins it will connect with the line of the Big 
Horn Colleries company from Crosby, giving direct communica- 
tion by wire from Thermopolis to the extreme northwestern part 
of Hot Springs county. 

HAVANA, CUBA.—The Cuban Telephone Co. has recently com- 
pleted the buildifig of lines to give toll service between Havana 
and Guines. It is now preparing to establish connections be- 
tween Matanzas and Havana, and later with Colon, and points 
eastward. 

FRANCHISES. 

WINCHESTER, IND.—The City Council 
chise to the Farmers’ Telephone Co. 

CORBIN, KY.—A franchise has been sold to the,Corbin Home 
Telephone Co. Construction is to begin within thirty days and 
must be completed within six months, Rates are not to exceed 
$2.50 per month for business houses and $1.50 per month for resi- 
dences, 

FRANKLIN, KY.—The Farmers’ Telephone Exchange has 
secured a franchise for the purpose of completing its organization. 

LAUREL, MISS.—The Jones County Rural Telephone Co., 
which was recently granted a franchise, has secured an amend- 
ment to its franchise permitting the placing of all wires under 
ground. The stock of the new company is owned exclusively by 
Jones County farmers. 

KLAMATH FALS, ORE.—C. C. Chitwood has applied to the 
County Court for a franchise for a telephone line from Klamath 
Falls to Upper Swan Lake Valley, a distance of twelve miles, 

MARLIN, TEX.—J. B. Earle, of Waco, has been granted a fran- 
chise by the City Council to construct a telephone system. 

KENOVA, W. VA.—The City Council has granted a thirty-year 
franchise to the Citizens’ Telephone Co. to construct and operate 
a telephone system. 

DAYTON, WASH.—An ordinance has been passed-by the City 
Council granting a franchise to the Mount Vernon Telephone 
Co. to build a telephone line along certain streets of the city. 


FINANCIAL. 


has granted a fran- 





FREDONIA, 
Co. has increased its capital stock from $4,000 to $24,000. The 
company has changed its name to the Fredonia Telephone Co. 

VANDERGRIFT, PA.—The Vandergrift Telephone Co. has in- 
creased its capital stock from $45,000 to $100,000. 


ELECTIONS. 


LAFAYETTE, IND.—The stockholders of the Lafayette Tele- 
phone Co. held their annual meeting and re-elected the old board 
of directors. They are Dr. E. V. Burt, Will R. Wood, Leopold Dry- 
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KANS.—The Fredonia Co-operative Telephone © 
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fus, W. F. Frey, Thomas Duncan, O. P. Freybur ay- 
wood, Edward Taylor and Will Baugh. The ene ined ny. 
Burt as president; Thomas Duncan, vice-president; Frank O. Cuppy 
secretary and treasurer; and George P. Haywood, attorney. Mr. 
Cuppy is also manager of the company. 

EMINENCE, ILL.—The stockholders of the Eminence Mutual 
Telephone Co. held its annual meeting and elected officers for the 
ensuing year are as follows: President, James Goodpastye; vice- 
president, Walter Reeder; secretary-treasurer, M. E. Struud. The 
directors are: George Seibert, Earl Johnson, James Frantz, James 
McClelan and J. Q. Adams. 


CISSNA PARK, ILL.—The Iroquois County Telephone Co. held 
its annual meeting recently and two directors were elected, Henry 
Koester and Nelson Dewey. Quite a number of improvements 
will be made in the system, including some extensions cabling 
and condensers will be placed on most of the lines. The sys- 
tem runs north of the village and is a prosperous system, , 

BRIGHTON, IOWA.—The Brighton Mutual Telephone Exchange 
held its annual meeting recently and the election of officers re- 
sulted in a return of all the officials except two directors, James 
Jones and Wm. McClintic, who are succeeded by Fred Williams 
and S. G. Wood. 

The officers elected are: J. W. Myers, president; R. A. Me- 
Guire, vice-president; A. H. Brinton, secretary, and W. H. Lloyd 
treasurer. Directors are: Wm. Hessletine, Ed Fritz, J. J. Crile, 
I. H. Frazier, Henry Speilman, Wm. Weible, Otto Fritz, John 
Brinton, E. B. Sinn, John Luers, S. G. Wood and Fred Williams. 

EMAUS, PA.—The stockholders of the Emaus Telephone Co. 
elected the following officers and directors for the ensuing year: 
President H. T. Wichert, vice-president, Isaac. Neimeyer; treas- 
urer, R. L. Miller; secretary, R. S. Stoneback. Directors are: 
H. M. Knauss, H. T. Wickert, Isaac Neimeyer, R. L. Miller and 
R. S. Stoneback. 

LAKE COMO, PA.—The Northern Wayne Telephone Co., of 
Como, has held its annual business meeting and elected directors 
and officers for the ensuing year. The new board consists of 
Ferris Fuller, Charley Geers, Patrick Gleason, Henry Martin, 
Winfield Menhennett, James Spratt and Jerome Kane. Mr. Fuller, 
president; Mr. Menhennet, secretary, and Mr. Martin, treasurer. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

FRESNO, CAL.—The Bigelow telephone line will connect with 
the forest service telephones which extend from Trimmer Springs 
in Kern county to Jerseydale in Mariposa county. It will also 
connect with El Portal, the entrance to the Yosemite Valley. 

NAPA, CAL.—The residents of Monticello are co-operating 
with the business people of the Cappell and Wooden Valley dis- 
tricts and the city of Napa for the installation of a telephone 
line between Monticello and Napa, 

SANTA MONICA, CAL.—The Home Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. suffered a heavy loss when more than 100 telephones were 
put out of commission, while fifty were totally destroyed by fire. 

MIDVALE, IOWA.—The Midvale Telephone Co. was totally de- 
stroyed by fire. 

CENTER, COLO.—The Interurban Telephone Co., The La 
Garita Telephone Co. and The Farmers Ind, Telephone Co. have 
plans prepared for the installation of a switchboard to be used 
jointly. The companies will disconnect from the Bell lines. 

DAWSON, GA.—-The Cotton Belt Telephone and Telegraph Co. 
has recently added to its system by buying the business of the 
Blakely Telephone Co., which includes the local telephone sys- 
tems of Arlington, Kestler, Blakely and Columbia, Ala., and the 
long distance lines between these points. G. M. Bell, of Dawson, 
is president of this company. 

LA FAYETTE, GA.—The Walker County Telephone Co. has 
ordered a board with 165 drops and has also let contract for 
cabling its lines through the principal streets of the town. 

CAMBRIDGE CITY, IND.—The Cambridge City Telephone Co. 
has connected its lines between north and south Cambridge. Four 
cables were placed, each containing two hundred pairs of wires. 

RIO, ILL.—The A. B. C. Telephone Co, is rebuilding its line 
between Cameron and Shortsville. 

RUSHVILLE, ILL.—The Rushville Telephone Co. suffered loss 
when every fuse in the switchboard was burned out. Contact 
was formed with an electric light wire in the east part of the 
town and an electric current of 1,100 volts entered the telephone 
system, 

ALPENA, MICH.—M. T. Streter of Lansing has purchased the 
holdings of the Alpena Mutual Telephone Co. The consideration 
was $18,000. It is reported that Mr. Streter is representing the 
Onaway Telephone Co., in this deal. 

MARLLETTE, MICH.—The Thumb Telephone Co. of Sanilac 
and Huron counties has purchased all the Wise telephone lines 
in these counties and the exchange in Harbor Beach and Cros- 
well. 

DULUTH, MINN.—The Duluth Telephone Co. will erect an 
exchange building on First street, between Third and Fourth 
avenues west. The building will cost approximately $100,000. 


FERGUS FALLS, MINN.—The French Telephone Co. has ex- 
tended its line for about a mile. 

LEOTI, KANS.—L. Newsom, proprietor of the Scott, Kans., 
telephone system, has recently completed a line to Garden City. 

COLEMAN, TEX.—The West Texas Telephone Co. is making 
extensive improvements on the system. The cables are being 
overhauled and enlarged. The work is under the direction of 
O. K. Brown. 


In the Rural Line Districts 


The Mahoning Rural Telephone Co. extended its line from 
the home of T. S. ‘Balliet to that of James Shoemaker and 
installed four additional telephones. Elias Miller, of Dries- 
bach’s valley, is one of the new subscribers.—Mantzville News 
Reading (Pa.) Eagle. 

The telephone men have been working the telephone line 
from Sheridan to Beckton the last two weeks putting it in fine 
order.—Beckton Item Sheridan (Wyo.) Post. 

Homer now has a direct line of communication by telephone 
with Danville—Homer Correspondence in Danville (ill.) 
News. 

Many new telephones are being installed in the farm houses 
around Steele—Bismark (N. D.) Tribune. 

One of the greatest blessings which 30 per cent. dividends 
ever conferred upon the farm home is the rural telephone. 
As a wall decoration a white oak telephone makes the framed 
marriage certificate look as cheap as the married man whose 
wife flags him in suspicious proximity to a blind pig. With- 
out the telephone, life on the farm would be as lonely as the 
third party in a hammock. It is a pleasant diversion, after 
the dinner dishes have been washed and the steel range given 
a massage, to clamp the receiver to an alert ear and inhale 
the conversation from neighbors who are discussing the price 
of store eggs or swapping time-tried croup remedies. It is 
said that more newmown gossip floats over the rural tele- 
phone line than can be found anywhere else on earth outside 


of the weekly meeting of the W. C. T. U. In some respects 
the telephone is a dangerous thing. A woman of our ac- 
quaintance lost a large section of fire-proof religion upon 
hearing a wasp-waisted spinster who led the Junior league 
make a date over the telephone with a preacher who wore 
tan shoes in the pulpit and whistled through his front teeth 
when he read the psalter. If lightning ever runs down all 
the eavesdroppers on a party telephone line, the school dis- 
trict will look as if the bubonic plague had dropped off for a 
short visit with friends —Lewistown (Pa.) Sentinel. 

The Pine Grove Telephone lines were pretty thoroughly 
overhauled by stockholders last Friday, and should give good 
service now.—Pine Grove Item in Massena (la.) Echo. 

The Citizens Telephone Co. completed some very necessary 
improvements in the system at this place, the first of the 
week.—Delavan (Ill.) Advertiser. 

I. H. Vertrees was in Walnut last week putting in new 
posts along the telephone line running north from Walnut.— 
Walnut News in Macon (Mo.) Republican. 

The linemen are working on the telephone lines this week 
which will give us better service and be of great help io the 
centrals—Norwich Dispatch in Shenandoah (la.) Sentinel. 

The Downey Mutual Telephone Company is repairing the 
telephone line by putting in new poles. We hope this will 
improve the service—Downey Dispatch Davenport (Ja.) 
Democrat. 
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Hollidaysburg, Pa.—Hollidaysburg was robbed of telephone service this morning. 


Subscribers ting-alinged at 


their receivers in vain and the central was mute to the frantic hello of lawyers, doctors and business men of the town. 


Bedbugs were the cause of it all. 


The pesky little vermin had gotten behind the switchboard at the central office, 


bred, waxed fat and prospered. They had made a banquet of the wire and electric equipment and stopped all the after- 


dinner chats of the subscribers. 


After a gallon of bedbug exterminator had been used by the line men, Hollidaysburg 


was once more on the telephone map, but the town is on the anxious seat tonight, as it is feared that the whole town may 


be overrun with the bugs—Memphis Commercial-Appeal. 
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